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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CASTLEFORD 


ANNUAL 
HEALTH  REPORT 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


Medical  Officer  for  Health  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services : 

J.  M.  PATERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.P.H.,  M R.San.I. 


Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent ; 

E.  J.  WINFIELD,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.I.P.C. 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 


YICAR  ENDED  31  st  DECEi^/EBER,  1 952. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  i'/[aternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  School  Medical  Services: 


J,  M,  Paterson,  IvLB,  Ch.B.  D, P, H.  M,R,San. I. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent; 


E,  J.  Winfield,  M,R*San,I,  M.S.  I.A.  A.M.Inst.P.C, 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUISICIL  OP  CASTLEPORD 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31st  December,  1952. 


Chairman. 


Cr,  A,  Pickersgill,  C.C, 


Vice-Cha irman. 
Cr.  C.  Dews,  C.C, 


Councillors. 


Crs.  T,  H.  Ashman 
H.  Asttuiy 
A,  Ball 

J.  Beedle,  B.Sc, 

J,  Budby 

Ytf,  D.  CartT(/right 

P,  Clarkson 

Mrs.  A,  Dodsworth,  J, P, 

J.  Dowding,  J.P.  (Chairman  of  the  Council). 

G,  East,  C.C, 

H,  Harrison 
W.  Harrison 
Vf.  G.  Hill 

D.  Holmes 

J,  R,  Howard 
A,  James 

K,  y.  Land 
¥.  Limbert 
H,  Martin 
I'Irs,  H.  Parker 
A.  Poulter 

P,  H.  Roberts,  J.P, 

J,  Smart 

E,  Taylor,  M,  B.E.  J.P,  C.A. 

J.  P,  Tumelty 

J.  Walsh 
T.  VYalsh 

M,  YYhittock,  C.A, 
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DIVISIONAL  lESDlCAL  OFFICER 

J,  ivl«  Paterson,  M,B.  Ch.B,  D, P,  H.  iVi,R.  San.I. 

ASSISTANT  COUNTY  IVZEDICAL  OFFICER 

Dr,  D,  J,  Haiste  - Appointed  3rd  November,  1 952, 

PART-TBE  IvEEDICAL  OFFICERS  - Maternity  & Child  Vfelfare. 

Dr,  E.  Vii'.  L,  Vvhite 
Dr.  C.  M.  Hawick 
Dr,  D,  K.  Shuttleworth 
Dr,  E,  A,  James 
Dr,  I,  Butler 

PAEDIATRICIAN 

Dr,  J,  D,  Pickup 

OPHTHAIivHC  SURGEON 

L,  Vi/ittels,  M.D.  (Vienna)  D,  0, 

E.N.T,  SURGEON 


K,  M,  Mayall,  M,A,  M,B,  B.Chir,  M,R.  C.S.  L.R,C,P.  D,  L.  0, 

ORTHOPAEDIC  SURGEON 

A,  J,  S,  Bell-Tav>/se,  B,A.  M,B,  B.Chir,  E,R,C,S,  L,R.C,P, 

Telephone  Numbers, 

Peatherstone  245 
Castleford  2303 
Castleford  2005 
Castleford  2217 

TUBERCULOSIS  HEALTH  VISITOR 

A,  Eades,  S. R,N,  S.C.M, 

TEi-.iPORi>RY  ASSISTANT  HSilLTH  VISITORS, 

F,  Lee  - Resigned  30th  June,  1952, 

G,  M,  Willshaw,  S.R.N. 

B,  ii.  Morgan,  S,R.N. 

school  nurse 


HSfiLTH  VISITORS 

E,  Cooke,  S,R,N.  S,C,M,  R,P,N,  H,V, 

F,  G,  Wrightson,  S,R,N,  S,C,M,N,  H,V, 

J,  Brooks,  S,R,N,  S,C,M.  H,V, 

E,  W.  Hilton,  S,R. N. 

I,  J,  Robinson,  S,R,N,  S,  C,M.  H,V, 

D,  Tonks,  S,R,N,  S,C,M,  R,P,N,  H,V,  - Resigned  31st  August, 1952, 
M,  A.  Dalton,  S,R, N.  S, C,M,  H, V,  - Appointed  1st  July,  1952, 


id.  E.  Kelly,  S.R,N, 
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IvUDV/IVES 


Telephone  Numbers 


ii 


21 


M. 

D. 

D. 

E. 
B. 
G, 
V. 
D. 


Ball,  S.  C.i/i,,  16  Churchfields  Lane,  Glass houghton. 

Briggs,  S.C.I'i,,  47  School  St.,  \7heldon  Rd, , Castleford. 
Cousins,  S.R.N,  S.  C.i'l,  , 1 Bamsdale  Est. , Gat syke, Castleford. 
J.  Davjson,  S,  C.i,i. , 47  Beancroft  Road,  Castleford. 

Eukes,  S.R.N.  S.  C.ri. , 128  Smawthorne  Lane,  Castleford. 


M. 

ii. 

M. 

H. 


Kisby,  S.R.N.  S.  C.il. , 132  Redhill  Drive,  Airedale. 

Nev/by,  S.R.N.  S. C.M. , 6 ilketon  Rd.,  Hightown,  Castleford. 
Taylor,  S. C.M, , 23  Eerrybridge  Road,  Castleford. 


Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 

Castleford 


2077 
23A4 
2314 
2087 
2413 
2740 
21  30 
2703 


4.  M,  Randall,  S.R.N.  S. C.M. , 23  Eryston  Rd,,  Riredale  - Resigned  31st  March, 1952, 


ii  Relief  Midv;ives. 


HOME  NURSES 


K.  Ella,  S.R.N,  Q.I.D.N, , "Dorcliffe”,  Cambridge  St. , Cast lef ord. Castleford  3138 
F.  Farber,  S.R.N.  S.C.M,  ’'Norraanhurst”,  Hightov.n,  Castleford.  Castleford  2555 

E.  Slayton,  S,R.N.  4,R,R.G.  1 69  Eryston  Rd,,  liiredale.  Castleford  3118 

u P.  I.  Mashford,  S.R.N.  S.CoII.  Q.I.D.N.  R.S.C.N. , ) Normanton  2112 

24  Pearson  St,,  mltofts,  Normanton.  ) 

21  Relief  Home  Nurse, 


MSSISTiJTT  HOME  NURSES. 

L.  iiinsworth,  S.E.4.N, , 3 4mbler  Street,  Castleford.  Castleford  2998 

J,  Baxter,  S.E.A.N, , Cav/ood  Villas,  Barnes  Rd, , Castleford,  Castleford  20  74 
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TIE  URE/.N  DISTRICT  GOURCIL  OP  GRSTLEPOPD, 


i^RMJRL  mLTH  REPORT. 
1952. 


To  the  Chaimnn  and  Members  of  the  Costleford  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  this,  ray  twelfth  i4nnual  Report,  being  a 
report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1952, 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 
of  the  Rrea. 


Rrea  (Acres) 

Population  (Estimated  R. G,  1952) 
Population  (Estimated  R.G.  1938; 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1952. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1938. 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate. 
Density  of  Populati m 


4,394 
42,800 
43,090 
11,805 
11,026 
£1 91,653 
£739 

9.74  persons  per  acre. 


The  Urban  District  is  divided  into  10  Wards,  namely;- 

Airedale,  Carlton,  Pryston,  Glasshoughton, 

Half  iicres,  Redhill,  Smav*’thorne,  '.Theldale- 
Lock  Lane,  Whitwood  and  '.IhiEvood  Mere, 

VIT.4L  STi.TISTIGS. 


BIRTHS 


Male. 

Pemalc. 

Total. 

Live, 

Legitimate 

342 

697 

Illegitimate. 

18 

1 2 

30 

373 

354 

727 

Still, 

Legitimate 

11 

21 

Illegitimate. . 

2 

2 

12 

11 

23 

Total 

Births 

365 

750 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  Home  Population 


16,99  (Corrected  17.5)* 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  Home  Population 


0,53  (Corrected  0,55), 


LIVE  BIRTH  IL'^TES  (per 

1 ,000 

Home  Population) 

. 

1947, 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951. 

1952. 

Live 

Birth  Rote 

for  Castleford. 

22,3 

18,8 

19.7 

16,6 

16.5 

16.99 

Live 

Birth  Rate 

for  England  cz  Wales, 

20.5 

17.9 

16,7 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

Live 

Birth  Rate 

for  the  Ifest  Riding  ) 

21,5 

18,5 

17.2 

16.3 

15.8 

15.4 

Administrative  County. ) 
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STILL  BIRTH  Rt>TBS  (per  1 ,000  Home  Population) . 


1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951. 

1952, 

Still 

Birth  Rote 

for  Castleford. 

0.53 

0.55 

0.53 

0.59 

0.33 

0.53 

still 

Birth  Rate 

for  England  & \i'ales. 

0.50 

0.42 

0.39 

0.37 

0.36 

0.35 

DE^ITHS  OF  imi^S  UM)ER  4 U'EEICS  OF  LCJil  - MLQ  NT.T/.L  LIIt'iTHS. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate 6 8 14 

Illegitimate 1 - 1 

7 8 15 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 v/eeks  of  age  per  1 ,000  live  births  = 20,63 


DUITHS  OF  imilTS  FROM  ERFtvUTURITY  (included  in  Neo-Natal  Deaths) . 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

3 3 

Death  Rote  of  Infants  from  Prematurity  per  1,000  live  births  = 4,13 


DERTKS  OF  IMPARTS  URDER  1 YElxR  OF  AGE. 


Male . Female.  Total. 


Legitimate 18  10  28 

Illegitimate __2 

20  10  30 


Death  Rote  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  ago  per  1,000  live  births  = 41.26 


DE;\TH  RiiTES  OF  IRFiiRTS  URK®_0REYM. 


1947.  1948.  1949.  1950.  1951 


1952. 


Castleford. 

47 

49 

38 

23 

41 

England  & Wales 

34 

32 

33 

29 

28 

Legitifiiote  infants  per  1 . 

,000  lepiitiraate  live 

births. 

Cast lef ord 

49 

49 

38 

20 

40 

Illepitimote  infants  per 

1 ,000  illef^itimate 

live  births 

• 

Castleford. 

- 

40 

50 

57 

67 

DI/xRRHOExiL  DEx.TH  Ri'^TES  OF  IMPARTS 
UNDER  T./O  YEtiRS  OF  AGE. 

(Per  1 .000  Live  Births) 


Year. 

Castleford. 

En^qland  < 

1948 

4.9 

3.3 

1949 

1.17 

3.0 

1950 

5.52 

1.9 

1951 

4.24 

1 .4 

1952 

0.00 

1.1 
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DZutTH  Ri'iTaS  (per  1 ,000  Home  Population) . 


1952 

1951 

411  causes  (Corrected  11,80) 

9.67 

11.41 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis, 

0.02 

0.07 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory. 

0.19 

0.28 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

0.02 

0.05 

Tuberculosis  - all  forms. 

0.21 

0.33 

Cancer 

1.64 

1.35 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

0.91 

1.^ 

Heart  and  Circulatory, 

3.46 

4.80 

Respiratory  Diseases, 

1.38 

1.49 

COi.ffi..Ri;TIVE  ST4TISTICS  - 1952. 

Castlef ord. 

England 
& Wales 

i.Iaternal  Mortality  Hate  per  1 ,000  live  & still  births. 


1)  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  puerperiutn,  - 0.09 

2)  iVbortiDn  v/ith  toxaetnia,  - 0,02 

3)  Other  t oxaeuiias  of  pregnancy  and  puerperiun,  - 0,21 

4)  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  - 0.09 

5)  iibortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or  toxaemia.  1.33  0,04 

6)  iV  bortion  v^ith  sepsis.  - 0,07 

7)  Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the  puerperiura.  - 0.20 


1.53  0.72 


Death  Rates  per  1 ,000  Home  Population. 

11  causes  (Corrected  11,80). 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid. 

Y/hooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuberculosis. 

Influenza. 

Smallpox. 

iicute  poliomyelitis  (including  polioencephalitis). 
Pneumonia. 


Pa^THS. 

Hale.  Female. 

260  1 54 

G4USFS  OF  D}4iTH. 

(Deaths  taken  “from  the  Registrar  General’s  Tables) , 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory. 
Other  forius  of  Tuberculosis, 


9.67 

11.3 

0.33 

0.24 

0.02 

0.04 

0.01 

0.56 

0.47 

Total, 

414 

1952. 

lia  le . 

Female, 

Total 

7 

1 

8 

1 

•• 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease.  - - -• 

Diphtheria.  _ - - 

Whooping  Gough.  _ _ - 

carried  forward, ...  8 1 9 


Meningococcal  infections, 
iicute  Polioii^yelitis, 

Measles, 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. 

Diabetes, 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 
Coronary  disease,  angina. 

Hypertension  v;ith  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

Influenza, 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis, 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 
Congenital  malformations. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents, 

All  other  accidents. 

Suicide. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

brought  forward  8 

1 

9 

1 

- 

1 

6 

4 

10 

8 

- 

8 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

5 

28 

17 

45 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

22 

17 

39 

35 

17 

52 

5 

3 

8 

50 

29 

79 

4 

5 

9 

1 

- 

1 

15 

9 

24 

24 

6 

30 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 

5 

- 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 

4 

- 

4 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

23 

24 

47 

1 

- 

1 

13 

2 

15 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

TOTAL  260 

154 

414 

" 5 - 


The  tendency,  already  noted  in  years  gone  by,  for  the  Gastleford  birth  rate  to 
be  rather  higher  than  the  average  for  the  rest  of  the  country,  is  again  apparent 
this  year  and,  taking  the  local  corrected  birth  rate  as  the  norm,  we  note  that  it  is 
17.5  as  compared  with  15.3  for  England  and  V.'ales,  Our  stillbirth  rote  is  also 
fractionally  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  bales. 

Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  recent  years  to  reduce  the  neo- natal 
death  rate  (i.e,  the  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  month  of  age)  by  means  of  more 
accurate  diagnoses  during  pregnancy  etc,,  and  specialised  treatment  being  made  more 
readily  available  at  the  confinement  and  during  labour,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be 
able  to  report  that  our  neo-natal  laortality  rate  is  only  one  point  above  the  comparable 
rote  for  the  West  Riding,  Out  of  a total  of  15  neo-natal  deaths  from  all  causes, 
giving  a rate  of  20,63  per  1,000  live  births,  prematurity  deaths  account  for  20/j, 
congenital  defects  and  birth  injuries  for  a further  60/j,  and  deaths  from  disease  20/j, 

Our  infantile  mortality  rote  (i,e,  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age), 
hov^ever,  is  considerably  above  the  comparable  overages  for  either  the  V.est  Riding  or 
England  and  b'Oles,  and  has  once  again  topped  the  40  per  1 ,000  live  births  rate, 
following  two  years  \7hen  the  comparable  rate  was  much  lower,  A closer  scrutiny, 
however,  of  deaths  of  infants  bet\,<een  one  month  and  one  year  is  enlightening  and 
most  revealing.  Respiratory  diseases  v/ere  responsible  directly  for  40/j  and  indirectly 
for  a further  2Q^,  whilst  congenital  lesions  accounted  for  another  20^^,  and  other 
diseases  for  the  final  20, j of  these  deaths.  This  is  extremely  disappointing  in  view 
of  the  pronounced  tendency,  which  has  manifested  itself  during  the  two  previous  years, 
to  show  a downward  trend,  and  whilst  it  would  be  a fruitless  task  to  delve  too  deeply 
into  this  problem,  it  would  certainly  be  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  Respiratory 
Death  Rate  requires  a close  watch  to  be  kept  on  it,  calling  for  an  intensification  of 
our  efforts  as  regards  the  Infant  Welfare  section  of  the  Health  Services, 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history  we  have  managed  to  escape  having  a single 
death  froia  Diarrhoea  in  an  infant  under  two  years  of  age  and  v^hen  we  remeuiber  the 
heavy  toll  of  infant  life  that  used  to  result  from  this  condition  v;e  have  much  to 
be  thanlcful  for. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  one  maternal  death. 

Our  general  crude  Death  Rate  which  has  for  a period  of  ten  years  remained  fairly 
steady  has  shown  a imarked  decline  for  the  year  1952  and  a comparison  \;ith  the  England 
and  Wales  and  West  Riding  rates  shows  that  even  if  we  do  live  in  a highly  industrial- 
ised area,  our  Death  Rate  need  not  of  necessity  be  a high  one. 

Death  Rates  (per  1,000  Home  Population) , 

Gastleford  - Grude  9.6?  (Gorrected  11, 80) 

West  Riding  iidministrative  Gounty  - 11,5 

England  and  Wales  , - 11,3 

An  analysis  of  the  individual  causes  of  death  reveals  the  fact  that  the  death  rate 
under  individual  headings  has,  with  two  significant  exceptions,  dropped.  The  first 
exception  is  the  one  Just  coraaented  on,  namely  the  Infantile  Death  Rate,  and  the 
other  is  Gancer,  The  increase  in  the  Gancer  Death  Rate  is  as  much  a national  as  it 
is  a local  problem  and  is  directly  proportionate  to  the  industrialisation  of  a country. 
The  incidence  of  Gancer  is  higher  in  urban  than  rural  areas,  it  is  more  prevalent  in 
the  more  northerly  clii.iates  and  is  thirty  times  cor.Ti.ioner  in  persons  over  45  years  of 
age.  One  cannot  but  assume  that  the  cause  .of  Gancer  is  some  factor  or  group  of 
factors  inherent  in  our  civilisation,  and  whilst  even  now  the  emphasis  of  medical 
science  is  focussed  on  the  means  of  eradicating  this  condition,  v/e  cannot  but  remain 
perturbed  at  its  increasing  incidence. 
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Comparison  between  numbers  on 
Tuberculosis  Register 
in  1 931  and  1 952, 


1951  . 

19^2. 

Non 

Non 

Pulmonary, 

Pulmonary, 

Total, 

Pulmonary, 

Pulmonary, 

Total, 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 

263 

72 

335 

204 

71 

355 

register  1st  January, 

46 

(b)  New  cases  notified 

48 

5 

53 

39 

7 

during  the  year. 

(c)  Restored  to  register. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

(d)  TOTALS 

(e)  Number  of  cases 

311 

77 

388 

324 

78 

402 

removed  from  register 
during  the  year. 

27 

6 

33 

46 

5 

51 

(f)  Number  of  cases  left 

on  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

284 

71 

355 

278 

73 

351 

¥ 

TUEERCULOSIS, 
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In  xay  last  report  I expressed  concern  at  the  equivocal  nature  of  the  findings  of 
the  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Purvey  which  took  place  in  Castleford  in  Septeraber,l  951 , 
and  this  concern  was  shared  equally  by  competent  medical  personnel  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  Vi?ho  are  responsible  for  the  operation  of  this  service.  It  was  found 
impossible,  however,  to  fit  a survey  in  during  1952  owing  to  the  commitments  already 
entered  into  by  the  Unit  but  every  consideration  is  being  given  to  holding  one  during 
March  and  iipril  of  1953*  I't  is  contemplated  that  the  main  emphasis  of  this  campaign 
will  be  focussed  on  our  mining  community  and  every  pit  in  Castleford  will  be  visited 
in  turn,  although  the  needs  of  the  non-mining  comraunity  will  certainly  not  be  neglected. 
The  information  gained  from  the  survey  should  yield  some  most  interesting  data  regarding 
the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  Castleford. 

Notifications. 


Pulmonary 
Tuberculos is. 

N on-Pu  Im  onary 
Tuberculosis, 

Average  Rate  per  1 ,000  Population 
for  the  10  year  period  1943  - 1952. 

1.1 

0.21 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  for  1952. 

0.91 

0.16 

Deaths, 

» 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis, 

N on-  Pu  Im  ona  ry 
Tuberculosis, 

Average  Rate  per  1,000  Population 
for  the  10  year  period  1943  - 1952, 

0.49 

0.08 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  for  1952, 

0.19 

0.02 

A critical  survey  of  the  data  for  on  average  of  10  years  (l943  ” 1952)  and  for 
the  year  1952  reveals  the  fact  that  the  notification  and  death  rates  for  both  Pulmonary 
and  Non-Pulraonary  Tuberculosis  have  fallen  somewhat.  The  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
death  rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Castleford  but  whether  or  not  this  be  in  the 
nature  of  a freak  result,  time  alone  will  tell.  As  a generalisation,  it  may  be  stated 
that  experience  over  the  last  decade  has  shovm  that  the  fall  in  the  notification  rote 
has  lagged  behind  that  of  the  mortality  rate.  Closer  investigation  has  shovm  that 
there  are  certain  factors  at  v/ork  contributing  to  this  phenomenon  and  of  these  it  may 
be  of  more  than  passing  interest  to  cite  the  following;- 

(i)  Notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

still  contain  a goodly  percentage  of  advanced  cases,  but  they  also  contain 
an  increasing  number  of  early  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  it  is  from  this 
latter  type  of  case  that  v;e  can  hope  to  effect  the  largest  number  of 
perTiianent  cures.  These  early  notifications  are  coming  to  light  as  a 
result  of  the  extensive  health  propaganda  now  being  publicised  by  press 
and  radio,  the  early  diagnosis  that  can  be  effected  by  means  of  X-rays, 
the  activities  of  the  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  and  not  least,  the 
valuable  work  done  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  in  rounding  up  all 
knovm  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  go  for  a check-up  by  the 
Chest  Physician. 

(ii)  During  recent  years,  a further  iiapetus  has  been  given  to  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  follo’.dng  the  discovery  of  the  beneficial  effects  of 
such  drugs  as  Streptomycin,  P.A.S.  and,  more  recently,  I.N.H.  V/hilst 
it  is  true  that  these  drugs,  in  conjunction  with  the  older  forms  of 
treatment,  have  had  a most  salutary  effect  on  the  successful  treatment 
of  early  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  it  is  equally  true  to  say  that  they  have 
had  a slovi/ing  down  effect  on  the  progress  of  the  more  advanced  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  thus  tending  to  moke  the  disease  more  chronic  in  its 
duration. 

In  those  coses  of  pulmonary  infections  of  an  advanced  nature  and  of  a type  where 
the  possibility  of  active  infection  cannot  be  dismissed  from  our  iainds,  the  ominous 
significance  of  the  position  must  not  be  overlooked  in  our  final  sumraing  up.  In 
retaliation  it  behoves  us,  therefore,  to  continue  to  intensify  our  efforts  tovrards 
the  discovery  and  trectuient  of  early  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  to  make  what  provision 
v;e  can  to  rehouse  overcrowded  infective  types  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
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Re.f^ular  biological  sampling  of  rav;  milk  coming  to  our  local  Pasteurisation  Plant 
has  been  carried  out  during,  the  year  and  an  analysis  of  the  data  accumulated  over  a 
period  of  four  years  is,  from  the  point  of  view  of  preventive  medicine,  very  interesting 
and  shoTi/s  the  progress  made  even  in  that  short  time  tov'ards  the  provision  for  our 
residents  of  a raw  milk  less  heavily  infected  with  bovine  tuberculosis.  In  1949,  1 out 
of  every  19  samples  was  found  to  be  infected  with  bovine  tuberculosis,  in  1950  the  ratio 
was  1 in  23,  in  1951  it  was  1 in  26,  whilst  in  1952  it  lay  at  1 in  3l . In  all,  40? 
samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  during  the  year.  It  is  readily 
admitted  that  a number  of  factors  must  of  necessity  be  involved  in  this  fine  achievement, 
not  least  of  which  are  the  increasing  number  of  tuberculin  tested  herds  now  in  existence 
in  the  county  and  the  greater  measure  of  supervision  nov/  being  exercised  in  the  various 
processes  involved  in  milk  production.  iinother  factor  which  I feel  to  be  one  of  no 
little  importance  is  the  pressure  which  is  steadily  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  dairy 
fanwer  as  a result  of  the  extensive  biological  sampling  of  row  milk  which  is  syster.>- 
atically  carried  out  at  our  local  Pasteurisation  Plant,  The  discovery  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  following  such  a test  in  a milk  coming  from  a dairy  form  is  immediately 
followed  by  a visit  or  series  of  visits  from  a veterinary  surgeon  of  the  ilinistry 
■jf  iigriculture  cz  Fisheries,  which  not  infrequently  is  follo\^ed  in  turn  by  the  discovery 
and  slaughter  of  an  infected  milk  cow, 

Castleford  House  Letting  Sub-Committee  have  given  their  Medical  Officer  every 
encouragement ■ to  bring  forward  to  their  notice  for  rehousing,  needy  coses  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  coses  where  there  is  a danger  in  already  existing  overcrowded 
accomiaodation  of  spread  of  infection.  Provision  v;as  made  during  the  year  for  the 
rehousing  of  13  such  families, 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  May,  1952,  a worthy  successor  was  found 
to  replace  the  forr.ier  Tuberculosis  Mftor-Care  Gotoittee  founded  in  the  early  'thirties 
and  disbanded  in  1948.  In  order  to  achieve  the  maximum  results,  it  has  always  been 
the  policy  of  this  After-Care  Committee  to  Tork  in  close  conjunction  with  the  Chest 
Physician,  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  and  the  i.iedical  Officer  of  Health,  all 
three  of  whom,  by  reason  of  their  intimate  appreciation  of  the  needs  of  this  unfortunate 
section  of  the  community,  can  give  the  maximum  amount  of  help  to  deserving  cases. 

Prior  to  1948  the  plight  of  the  tuberculosis  patient  in  the  comiaunity  and  his  dependants 
was  often  pitiful  in  the  extreme  although  in  our  own  county  at  that  time  it  must  be 
mentioned  that  the  County  Council  did  make  available  much  needed  financial  support  to 
the  successful  functioning  of  this  Coaiaittee,  Present  social  legislation  shows  that 
there  now  exists  a national  understanding  of  this  complex  problem  and  specific  reference 
is  made  to  it  in  both  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  the  National  Health  Service  ^ict. 

The  aims  of  this  Committee  arc  as  follows :- 

(1)  Holidays  for  contacts,  especially  children,  and  chronic  patients, 

(2)  Fares  for  holidays  for  the  above. 

(3)  Assistance  in  financing  home  occupations  for  patients  - occupational 

therapy  and  correspondence  courses, 

(4)  Spot  1 oans  to  meet  special  emergencies,  where  the  regular  channels 
are  too  slov;, 

(5)  Imnediate  grants  of  food  when  special  emergencies  arise, 

(6)  i/ireless  licences  and  repairs  to  radio  sets,  and  installation  of 
wicket  gates  to  keep  little  children  out  of  patient's  rooia, 

(7)  Protective  clothjjig  to  enable  a patient  to  start  xiork  or  change 
occupations  (\vhen  not  entitled  to  such  help  from  the  National 
^Assistance  Board), 

Since  it  cannot  have  but  a direct  vital  bearing  on  the  morbidity  and  mortality  rate 
of  Tuberculosis,  I feel  it  would  be  appropriate  at  this  stage  to  mention  briefly  what  is 
being  done  in  Castleford  as  regards  B,G,G,  Vaccination,  By  means  of  this  vaccine, 
composed  of  an  attenuated  tuberculosis  geria,  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  on  the 
Continent  and  elsewhere  toi^/ards  preventing  tuberculosis  in  susceptible  coimaunities. 

The  results  of  this  v/ork  have  been  so  convincing  that  since  1949  xje  have  been  practising 
it  in  Castleford  primarily  in  the  case  of  susceptible  infants  directly  exposed  to 
infection  and  also  in  the  case  of  adolescents  exposed  to  infection,  for  example.  Hospital 
Nurses,  During  1952,  tv/enty  five  such  vaccinations  Mere  carried  out. 
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NC^JIFIAILB  DLiEi^oES  (OTHiilR  THi.N  TUBEIRCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEulR  1952,  M AGE  GROUPS. 


NOTIFLiBLE  DISEi.SSS  OTHBR  TH*'»W  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Although  1952  has  been  an  inter-epideraic  year,  the  notification  rate  of  Measles 
has  'been  rather  higher  than  one  \70uld  have  expected  but,  set  against  this,  the 
Whooping  Gough  notifications  have  been  leaver  than  those  of  the  previous  year. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession.  Diphtheria  has  not  contributed  a single 
confir-ned  case  in  Castleford  and  the  notification  rate  for  Scarlet  Fever  is  the 
loT;est  for  over  20  years. 

although  it  has  existed  all  around  us,  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report 
that  this  is  the  second  year  in  which  ave  have  not  had  one  confirmed  case  of  Polio- 
myelitis in  our  midst. 

The  notification  rate  for  Pieumonia,  i.e.  1.5  per  1,000  population,  compares 
rather  unfavourably  with  the  average  local  rate  of  0,9  Ter*  the  last  10  years. 

Lmong  the  commoner  notifiable  diseases  listed  there  has  not  been  one  death, 
except  in  the  cose  of  Pneumonia;  here  the  death  rate  for  1952  is  0.55  os  against 
the  ten  year  average  (l945  - 1952)  of  O.56. 

FOOD  POISONim. 

During  1952  two  outbreaks  of  Pood  Poisoning  occurred  in  Castleford.  The  total 
number  .jf  persons  involved  in  these  outbreaks  was  25  which  comprised  6 persons 
actually  suffering  from  Food  Poisoning,  and  the  reraaining  19  being  carriers. 

The  first  outbreak  occurred  during  June  and  July,  1952  amongst  some  persons 
working  in  the  fields.  Laboratory  tests  sheared  that  the  organism  causing  the 
illness  avas  of  the  Salmonella  Typhiinurium  group.  These  people  had  eaten  packed 
lunches  vjhilst  w'orking  in  the  fields  and  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  probable  cause 
of  the  infection  was  soiled  hands  and  a loav  standard  of  personal  hygiene. 

The  second  outbreak,  in  the  early  part  of  September,  followed  a a^edding  breakfast 
and  certain  dishes  of  the  food  consumed  were  home-prepared.  In  this  case,  the 
Staphylococcal  nureus  was  found  in  samples  of  fool  and  this  organism  was  also  isolated 
from  faeces  of  patients  and  a nasal  swab  of  one  of  the  persons  who  had  handled  the 
fo  od.  The  contamination  of  the  food  was,  in  all  probability,  froia  the  nose  of  the 
food  handler  but  had  suitable  refrigeration  been  available  it  is  doubtful  if  this 
infection  would  have  manifested  itself. 

In  no  case,  in  either  of  the  above  outbreaks,  did  the  illness  prove  fatal, 

PUBLIC  VdiTER  SUPPLY. 

Supply. 

liVater  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  three  neighbouring  authorities,  namely  Wakefield 
County  Borough,  Pontefract  municipal  Borough,  and  Tadcaster  Rural  District, 
average  of  693»000  gallons  per  day  were  obtained  from ’Wakefield,  413»000  from 
Pontefract,  and  31 ,000  gallons  from  Tadcaster  during  the  year.  The  supplies  from 
■^i/akef ield  and  Tadcaster  are  soft  in  character  but  that  froio  Pontefract  is  very  hard, 
the  former  having;  a total  average  hardness  of  5»0  degrees  dark  respectively  and  the 
latter  of  13.0  degrees  dark. 

Purification. 

Rpart  from  the  purification  undertaken  at  the  source  of  supply,  no  further  action 
is  token  locally  except  for  additional  chlorination  of  water  in  the  reservoirs. 

Consumption. 

In  1952  the  average  doily  consumption  for  Castleford  avas  1,1 3/, 000  gallons,  of 
which  776,000  gallons  vyerc  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  361 ,000  gallons  industrially. 
There  was  a sufficiency  of  water  for  all  uses, 

survey  has  revealed  the  fact  that  the  residents  of  34  houses  collect  their 
water  supply  from  coiaaunal  stand  pipes. 
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iJtIONAL  assistance  iiCTS  1948-1951. 

Removal  to  Hospital  or  other  suitable  Premises 
of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

In  n'\7  last  report  I set  out  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts,  together  with 
details  of  tv;o  cases  dealt  with  during  1 951 . I ani  pleased  to  report  that  during 
the  year  under  review  it  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  granted  under 
Section  47  of  these  Acts, 

PUBLIC  S\7II.£iING  BATIiS, 


Our  Public  Swimming  Baths  continues  to  provide  a service  to  the  general  public 
as  well  as  to  the  various  swimming  organisations  etc.  and  its  popularity  continues 
unabated.  To  maintain  a standard  of  purity  equivalent  to  that  of  drinking  water 
is  the  objective  of  this  Authority  and,  difficult  though  the  problem  can  be,  the 
advent  of  hyperchlorination  of  the  SwiLiming  Baths  v/ater  by  this  Authority  in  1946 
has  made  the  task  in  this  direction  very  much  easier.  By  means  of  this  process 
the  free  chlorine  residual  can  be  increased  or  diminished  within  the  required 
limits  at  will, 

Weekly  bacteriological  samples  vjere  taken  during  the  season  and  the  water 
samples  dechlorinated  by  means  of  Thiosulphite  solution  irumediately  they  v;ere  taken. 
Out  of  a total  of  58  bacteriological  samples  token  during  the  season  only  two  adverse 
reports  were  received  and  both  were  taken  on  the  saaie  day  and  at  the  some  time,  one 
at  the  inlet  and  the  other  at  the  outlet.  It  was  stated  that  the  inlet  sample 
contained  l6  B,oerogenes,  whilst  the  outlet  sample  contained  an  overage  of  2 B, aero- 
genes  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  when  these  samples  were  token  there  had  been 
on  extremely  heavy  pollution  of  the  vvater  by  one  of  the  non-foecal  types  of  coliform 
bacilli. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  bacteriological  sterility  is  not  the  only  criterion  of 
a desirable  type  of  Swimming  Baths  water,  regular  chemical  sampling  was  carried  out 
once  per  month  and  the  sample  submitted  to  the  Analysts  on  the  23rd  July  suffered 
from  the  defect  of  having  a high  total  solids  content,  a high  albuminoid  aaraonia 
content  and  a high  oxygen  absorption  rote,  and  this  made  it  iiaperative  that  the  water 
should  be  replaced  by  fresh  water  and  rechlorinated.  This  was  done  as  soon  os 
possible  after  receipt  of  the  report.  To  v;hat  extent  there  exists  a correlation 
beWeen  infected  Swimming  Baths  water,  say  a marginally  chlorinated  water  during  very 
heavy  peak  bathing  periods  when  the  level  of  chlorine  must  fall  very  low,  and  a 
relative  increase  in  the  carrier  rate  and  even  the  morbidity  rate  of  Poliou^yelitis 
in  those  frequenting  the  Baths  is  at  present  a moot  point.  With  such  a possible 
relationship  in  mind,  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  it  is  our  practice  to  keep 
the  water  with  a constant  residual  of  free  chlorine  of  between  1 to  1,5  parts  per 
million  under  all  conditions.  It  is,  however,  a significant  fact  that  for  the 
last  two  years,  with  Poliomyelitis  all  around  us,  there  has  not  been  a single  case 
of  this  disease  in  Castleford, 

LOCAL  HSi.LTIi  AUTHORITY  SERVICES  PROVIDED 
Ul'TDER  lART  3 OF  THE  Mi^TIONAL  KE1\LTH  SERVICE  ..CT. 

Statistical  data  is  supplied  covering  the  work  carried  out  under  this  section, 
and  an  opportunity  will  be  taken  in  this  preamble  to  elaborate  somewhat  on  certain 
salient  aspects  of  it. 

Relaxation  Exercises  Clinic.  - Corixaent  w’os  made  in  ii\7  previous  report  on  the 
inauguration  on  the  1st  may,  1951  e Relaxation  Exercises  Clinic,  and  the  continued 
success  of  this  venture  during  1952  promises  v;ell  for  the  future.  The  object  of 
this  service  is  to  enable  the  expectant  mother,  by  means  of  graduated  exercises 
during  the  long,  v/eary  months  of  pregnancy,  to  tone  up  her  abdominal  and  pelvic 
muscles  to  such  an  extent  that  v/hen  the  final  ordeal  arrives  she  can  tackle  it 
with  confidence.  As  the  name  implies,  the  emphasis  of  the  training  is  put  on 
relaxation  rather  than  on  continued  bearing  down,  so  that  in  labour  wloen  the 
muscles  are  brought  into  action  they  act  as  a finely  integrated  piece  of  machinery 
and  in  unison,  thus  giving  the  maxii.ium  possible  effect  for  each  effort.  The 
results  of  this  are  two-fold,  and  the  beneficial  effects  are  felt  by  both  the  mother 
and  the  child  - the  mother  feels  less  weary  at  the  end  of  her  labour,  and  the  unborn 
child  is  not  subject  to  the  same  strains  and  stresses  as  is  evidenced  in  the  older 
method.  Those  accustomed  to  the  older  method  are  pleasantly  surprised  at  the 
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rhythm  of  the  ne\7  relaxation  methods  which  appear  to  call  for  very  little  or  no 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  mother. 

The  Relaxation  Classes  are  in  charge  of  an  experienced  midwife  and  one  notable 
feature  is  that  by  means  of  the  talks  and  discussions  with  the  midwife,  and  amongst 
themselves,  the  expectant  mothers  do  not  now  approach  their  confinements  with  that 
feeling  of  dread  so  often  engendered  in  the  past  from  lock  of  on  opportunity  to 
ventilate  their  fears  and  dreads. 

During  the  year,  five  courses  were  held,  each  of  10  weeks  duration  and  so 
popular  were  they  found  to  be  that  three  of  these  hod  to  be  duplicated, 

G-as  <x  itir  i^nalgesia  Service,  - The  purpose  of  Gas  and  uir  dnalgesio  is  to  numb  the 
pains  of  labour  by  means  of  a measure  which  is  perfectly  safe  to  use  but  nevertheless 
extremely  effective  in  achieving  its  objective  and  this  service  continues  to  grow  in 
popularity,  the  extent  of  which  can  be  obtained  by  on  analysis  of  our  results  o'ror  a 
period  of  five  years. 

When  the  service  was  begun  in  Costleford  in  1948,  it  was  employed  in  only  1 , 7/'j  of 
all  domiciliary  confinements  in  that  year,  but  by  1952  this  figure  hod  increased  to 
over  85/j  of  all  domiciliary  confinements,  used  by  itself  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
ontispasmodic  drug  Pethidine, 

Premature  Infants.  - I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  our  Premature  Infant 
Death  Rote  (excluding  Premature  Stillbirths)  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this 
community  and  this  speaks  well  for  the  care  and  nursing  given  by  all  who  hove  to 
deal  with  these  infants,  either  on  the  district  or  in  lioternity  Units,  The  average 
Neo-notal  Prematurity  Death  Rate  over  the  past  nine  years  has  been  12  per  1 ,000  live 
births,  whereas  in  1952  this  figure  has  fallen  to  4 per  1,000  live  births,  and  accounts 
for  only  20; j of  Neo-notal  deaths. 

Home  Help  Service.  - This  service  continues  to  fill  a very  real  gap  in  the  needs  of 
our  comiaunity  and  the  services  of  Home  Helps,  originally  liniited  to  maternity  cases, 
now  cover  all  sections  of  the  community. 

In  1948  there  appeared  to  be  no  great  call  on  the  facilities  offered  by  this 
service  and  only  one  person  caiae  fonvard  for  assistance,  but  such  hove  been  the 
demands  on  it  in  1952  that  1 9l  Costleford  persons  in  all  the  various  categories 
benefited  by  it  and  the  equivalent  of  20  full-time  Home  Helps  were  employed,,  in  the 
whole  of  the  Division,  The  demand,  however,  exceeds  the  supply  available,  and 
this  tends  to  cramp  the  service  somewhat. 

Diphtheria  Iminunisotion.  - Our  Diphtheria  Imiaunisation  prograuoe  has  also  continued 
to  forge  ahead,  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  for  the  third  year  in  succession 
we  have  not  had  a single  confirmed  case  of  this  disease  notified  in  Gastleford, 

During  1952  a total  of  579  children  (514  in  the  0-4  age  group,  and  65  in  the 
5 - 15  age  group)  were  iiamunised,  and  the  percentage  of  children  imunised  stands  os 
follows:- 


iyc  e Group 

0-4 

5-15 


It  v.'ill  be  noted  there  is  still  a hiatus  between  the  percentages  immunised  in  the 
two  age  groups  but  this  is  gradually  narrowing.  It  has  been  found  impossible  this 
year  to  carry  out  o'  i'lobile  Unit  Campaign  in  this  Division  as  has  been  done  in  the 
three  preceding  years  but  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  progress  in  this  direction  in 
my  next  annual  report. 

Successful  though  our  Diphtheria  Inmiunisation  service  may  have  been,  the  same 
cannot  be  said  for  our  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  and  our  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 
services.  In  spite  of  the  services  available  and  the  efforts  made  to  popularise  them, 
only  a total  of  76  persons,  including  but  24  infants  under  one  year,  were  vaccinated, 
and  112  children  were  immunised  against  'i/hooping  Cough,  These  figures  include  the 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  carried  out  by  the  General  Practitioners  as  well  as  by 
the  Local  Health  i.uthority. 


School  Medical  Services,  - A perusal  of  the  school  medical  statistics  will  show 
that  continued  progress  has  been  made  in  that  service. 


A report  on  the  progress  of  the  Castleford  Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally 
Defective  Children  will  be  found  on  Page  1 6, 

CHILD  v^ELFARE  CEI^RES. 


Days  cc 

No,  of 

ATTENDANCES 

Attending  for 

CENTRE 

times  of 

sessions 

iiverage 

iwerage 

first 

time 

sessions. 

during 

year. 

0 - 1 

per 

session 

1 - 5 

per 

session 

0 - 1 

1 - 5 

Airedale  Methodist 
Church,  Airedale. 

Mondays, 

2 p,m,  - 

Po  m. 

49 

2467 

50,3 

379 

7.7 

133 

5 

Glass bought on, 

St. Paul's  Inst- 
itute, 

Tuesdays. 

2 p,m,  - 

4 p.ra. 

49 

2233 

45.57 

814 

16.61 

99 

2 

Sagar  Street, 
Castleford. 

Mondays 
cc  Thurs, 

2 p.ra,  - 
4 p.m. 

95 

4025 

42.37 

1365 

14.37 

242 

Whitwood,  Oxford 
Street  Methodist 
Church,  Might own. 

Mondays , 
1,30  p.ra. 

- 4 p.ra. 

48 

2694 

56.13 

405 

8.44 

137 



•• 

241 

1 11419 

1 47.38 

2963 

I 12.29 

611 

7 

ANTE-NiTAL  CLINICS. 

Centre. 

No,  of 

No,  of 

Average 

No.  attending 

sessions. 

attendances. 

per  session. 

for  first  time 

Glass bought on 

24 

155 

6.46 

44 

Airedale 

33 

339 

10.27 

95 

Sagar  Street. 

45 

407 

9.04 

115 

W'hitvyood. 

47 

413 

8.78 

85 

149 

1314 

8.82 

339 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  proprietary  brands  of  foods  etc.  which  were 
available  at  cost  price  to  all  women  attending  the  clinics. 


Robrex. 

Cow  cc  Gate  Pull  Cream, 
Colact. 

Parex. 

Glucose. 

Hor licks. 

Lactagol, 
xialtoline  Iron, 
Vitamin  Concentrate, 
Olive  Oil. 

Uvaltine, 

Ostermilk  No,1 , 


Ostermilk  No,  2, 

Rob oleine, 

Robinsons  Groats, 

Trufood  Rirnanised, 

Trufood  Pollow-on, 

Virol, 

Bovril  Beef  and  Vegetable 
V/eaning  Cubes 

P, S, Tablets, 
ildexolin  Drops, 

Ambrosia  Tablets, 

Ilinadex, 
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RELAXilTION  EXERCISES  CLINIC. 

During  1952,  5 courses  were  held,  each  of  10  weeks  duration.  iiltogether,  42 
patients  attended  the  Clinic  which  is  held  at  "Castledene'*,  Pontefract  Road,  Gastleford, 
and  there  v;as  a total  of  329  attendances  compared  Vi/ith  1 80  during  1951* 

BREAST  PEEDING/ULTRi\  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

This  Clinic  also  is  held  at  "Castle dene”,  Pontefract  Road,  Castleford,  for 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  details  of  attendances  etc,  are  given  'below  in 


respect  of  1952. 


Private  Doctor  subsequently  did  not  ) 

advise  Breast  Feeding.  ) 

Still  Births  and  Abortions, 
llother  sent  to  Hospital, 
iiother  could  not  Breast  Feed, 

Mother's  refusal  to  Breast  Feed, 

Breast  fed  for  a period  of  up  to  1 month. 


If 

ti 

II 

If 

" 2 months. 

If 

11 

11 

II 

" 3 raonths. 

II 

II 

II 

11 

" 4 months. 

n 

11 

II 

II 

" 5 months 

11 

II 

II 

If 

" 6 months. 

ft 

It 

fi 

it 

" 7 months. 

11 

11 

If 

It 

" 8 raonths. 

It 

II 

II 

It 

" 9 months. 

11 

It 

II 

11 

**  •I  n in  nn  h a 

Breast  Feeding 


Expectant  Mothers. 

iiothers. 

66 

4 

iint  e-Natal 

Post-Natal. 

Primipara,  Multipara, 

Pr  iraipar  a , i.iu  It  ipa  ra , 

3 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

9 

- 

- 

15 

- 

9 

6 

- 

- • 

4 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

•• 

2 

1 

•• 

2 

- 

- 

36 

30 

2 

2 

1 , Expectant  Mothers. 

(a) ,  Ante-Natal  Primipara, 

36  attended  - 19/j  of  these  continued  breast  feeding  from 
over  3 'to  6 months  or  over, 

( b )  . Ante-Natal  Multipara. 

30  attended  - 1 3/j  of  these  continued  breast  feeding  from 
over  3 to  6 months  or  over, 

2,  Breast  Feeding  Mobhers, 

(a)  Post-Natal  Primipara. 

2 attended  - 100/^  of  these  continued  breast  feeding  for  over  3 months, 

( b)  Post-Natal  Multipara. 


2 attended  - lOO^j  of  these  continued  breast  feeding  for  over  3 months 
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DOIVIICILL.RY  ivUDuTFERY  SERVICE. 


Total  number  of  deliveries  - as  Hidr.’ife. 

Total  nuraber  of  deliveries  - as  i.fetemity  Nurse. 
Total  number  of  patients  ante-natally  examined. 
Number  of  cases  delivered  under  Gas  cz  Rir  i^nalgesia. 
Percentage  of  vromen  having  Gas  be  Rir  Rnalgesia, 

PRli-UTURE  P'^RNTS,  i.e.  babies  weighinr  under 

5 lbs.  8 oas.  at  birth. 


Number  born  at  hortie  and  nursed  at  home 
Number  born  at  home  and  nursed  in  hospital 
Nuiober  born  and  nursed  in  hospital 


1952 

1951 

315 

337 

8 

17 

376 

432 

273 

277 

84.52,. 

78/, 

Died, 

10 

1 

1 

1 

3 

50 

5 

Number  of  premature  stillbirths  - 7 

Number  of  premature  babies  \iho  died  in  the  ) 

Neo-natal  period,  including  3 who  died  ) - 5 

directly  as  a result  of  prematurity.  ) 


ULTRi\  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

Sessions  v^'ere  held  at  the  Divisional  Public  Health  Office  each  Tuesday  and  Friday 
for  children  up  to  15  years  of  age,  and  the  rote  of  attendance  was  twice  per  week. 


The  following  ore  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  attendances  in  the  0-4  and 
5-15  age  groups  during  the  year. 


Nevj  Coses. 


Total  Number  of  Attendances, 


0-4.  5-15. 

117  115 


HqiE  HELP  SERVICE. 


Number  of  cases  during  1952 


0-4.  5 - 15, 

1568  2293 


Number  of  Home  Helps  employed 

at  31st  December,  1952,  - 24 


H0x.Za  NURSING  SERVICE, 

Number  of  Total  Number 

Year,  cases.  of  visits. 


488 

520 


1951 

1952 


14,424 

16,575 


SCHOOL  HSi^LTH  SERVICE. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Schools  inspected. 

Schools. 

1.9.51. 

1952 

31 

29 

13 

-iiVerage  number  -of 
pupils  attending; 

Number  of 

children  inspected, 

school  during  1952 

1251 

2882 

1952 

8200 

1327 

i/HNOR  CLIMCS. 

There  r.re  nine  Centres  where  Minor  ijilaents  Clinics  are  held  in  the  district, 
the  main  one  being  at  vVesley  Street,  Subsidiary  clinics  are  held  at  Ashton  Rood, 
Cutsyke,  iiiredale,  Pryston,  Hightovm,  Gloss  bought  on,  Vhitwood  Mere  and  Wheldon  Lone 
Nursery  Schools, 

Defects  treated.  Total  number  of  attendances, 

1 934  4656 

I'lENTAL  HE1;LTH  OCCUI-liTION  CENTRE, 

The  Occupation  Centre  has  made  good  progress  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
average  weekly  attendance  \tos  170. 

Mrs,  Dawson,  the  Supervisor,  left  to  take  up  sirailar  work  in  Scarborough  in  May, 
and  in  Septei.iber,  Mrs.  N,  M,  Phillips  was  appointed.  The  remainder  of  the  staff 
remains  the  same. 

This  Centre  was  opened  originally  to  cater  for  the  needs  of  the  Castleford  and 
Nornianton,  and  the  Rothvi/ell  Divisions  but  it  has  been  found  possible  to  admit  children 
from  practically  all  surrounding  Divisions, 

Transport  is  provided  through  the  medium  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service  but  owing 
to  the  heavy  and  increasing  commitments  of  the  ^Ambulance  Service,  difficulty  is  being 
experienced  03  regards  the  provision  of  sitting  case  oars  and  tentative  arrangjements 
V7ere  going  forward  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  a vie\7  to  finding  an  alternative  means 
of  transport. 

In  January,  1952,  an  inspector  from  the  Board  of  Control  visited  the  Centre  and 
vjas  pleased  with  the  activities  and  general  set-up  of  the  work. 

Good  use  is  made  of  the  wireless  and  the  more  important  National  events  have  been 
follovjed  with  interest,  x.  marked  Luprovement  has  been  made  in  handwork  and  plain 
sewing. 

On  the  3rd  July  the  xinnual  School  Outing  was  held,  again  made  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  the  County  Council,  This  year  the  children  visited  ILiaresborough 
and  Fountains  nbbey  where  they  had  a picnic  lunch, 

A Harvest  Festival  was  held  in  October  and  the  Curate  of  the  Parish  Church 
conducted  a service.  There  was  a lovely  display  of  flowers,  fruit  and  vegetables 
and  after  the  Children's  Service  these  were  given  to  the  Church  for  distribution  and 
decoration, 

A Parents'  Day  and  Sale  of  V/ork  was  held  on  the  4th  December  when  the  parents 


- 17  - 


were  given  the  opportunity  to  see  the  work  of  the  children.  The  Sale  realised 
£7»  6s,  Od,  - a financial  inproveaient  on  past  efforts. 

There  has  not  been  Quch  illness  among  the  children  and  the  general  cleanliness 
has  been  noted  by  the  school  nurse. 

One  boy  left  the  Centre  in  l.iarch  to  attend  an  Industrial  Centre  in  Leeds  where, 
I am  informed,  he  is  attending  regularly  and  is  making  very  good  progress*  During 
the  year,  three  children  have  been  admitted  to  Institutions, 


CONCLUSION, 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
kembers  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  colleagues  in  other  Deportments,  and  the  staff  of  iiy  Department  for  their 
willing  assistance  throughout  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

J.  M,  Pi.TERSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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TPIE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CASTLEFORD 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year  ended  31st.  December,  1952# 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr. Chairman,  Mrs  Dodsworth,  Mrs  Parker  and  G-entlemen, 

I beg  to  place  before  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  in 
which  is  given  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  my  Department, 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in  your  district  during 
the  year  1952. 

The  report  once  again  reveals  steady  progress,  rather 
than  spectacular  achievement,  and  it  would  appear  that  such 
will  be  the  case  for  some  years  to  come,  for  many  schemes 
of  improvement,  which  we  v/ould  like  to  produce,  will  be  held 
in  restraint  by  the  sta.te  of  our  national  finances. 

HOUSING 


In  reviewing  the  housing  situation  it  is  well  to  consider 
it  from  the  aspect  of  both  new  and  existing  dwellings.  In  the 
post-w8.r  years  all  thought  has  been  concentrated  on  the  provision 
of  more  and  more  houses,  a viewpoint  imdoubtedly  determined  by 
the  number  of  persons  sharing  accommodation,  but  the  condition  of 
existing  housing  cannot  continue  to  be  overlooked  indefinitely. 
During  the  year  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
has  stp.ted  tha.t  loca.1  authorities  should  be  prepared  to  deal 
with  the  problem  of  their  existing  housing;  an  utterance  which 
tends  to  confirm  the  view  tha,t  early  consideration  must  be  given 
to  the  problem. 

A programme  to  deal  with  existing  housing  must  provide  for 
demolition,  reconditioning  and  improvement  and  very  obviously 
demands  assistance  in  the  form  of  alternative  accommodation  for 
persons  displaced,  the  facilities  of  men  and  ma-terials  to  actually 
canry  out  reconditioning  and  above  all  finance  to  meet  the  cost. 

During  the  past  year  only  48  houses  have  been  built  in 
the  a.rea,  43  by  the  Local  Authority  and  5 by  private  persons, 
but  a.t  the  time  of  writing  the  scheme  at  Pryston  has  been  commenced 
and  this  should  provide  a consistent  number  of  houses  each  year  for 
several  years  to  cone. 

I ca,nnot  but  feel  that  a,  proportion  of  these  should  be 
alloca.ted  to  persons  displa.ced  by  housing  demolitions,  a*nd  so 
enable  action  to  be  taken  against  the  worst  of  the  individual 
unfit  houses.  Whilst  the  rate  of  progress  would  be  somewhat 
slow,  it  would  ena.ble  some  improvements  to  be  achieved.  One 
would  also  wish  that  the  redevelopment  areas  referred  to  in 
my  last  Annual  Report  could  also  be  considered,  for  I an  still 
convinced  that  the  gradua-1  clearance  of  bad  areas  with  rebuilding 
on  site  is  desirable  from  both  the  financial  and  human  point  of 
view. 
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In  considering  the  repair  of  properties,  the  appended 
tables  show  that  a considerable  nnaber  of  houses  v/ere  repaired 
during  the  year.  It  also  reveals  that  in  many  instances  recourse 
had  to  be  had  to  statutory  notices,  a number  of  which  had  not 
been  cleared  at  the  year  end.  In  one  instance  the  owners  of  two 
houses  contested  notices  served  upon  them  to  the  extent  of 
appealing  at  County  Court,  where  after  a lengthy  hearing,  an 
order  was  made  virtually  confirming  the  Council's  requirements. 

In  previous  reports  I have  referred  to  the  difficulties 
encountered  in  obtaining  repairs  to  properties.  The  steady 
increp.so  in  wage  rates  and  material  costs  when  allied  to  static 
rentals  has  produced  a condition  whereby  many  owners  are  not 
only  unwilling,  but  in  fact  unable  to  undertake  repair  works 
of  any  ma^gnitude,  and  in  fa.ct  find  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
even  simple  renewals.  That  the  owners  who  found  the  requirement 
irksome  from  the  point  of  view  of  cost  and  appealed  were  the 
National  Coal  Boa,rd,  serves  to  indica,te  the  seriousness  of  the 
position  of  private  landlords.  If  large  scale  reconditioning 
is  to  be  undertaken,  the  question  of  costs  will  become  of 
paramount  importance,  and  one  cannot  but  feel  that  investigation 
and  amendment  of  housing  renta,ls  is  now  overdue.  Whilst  appreciating 
that  any  amendments  of  rents  to  be  paid  would  not  be  popular,  I am 
convinced  that  the  success  of  any  reconditioning  programiae  is 
dependant  on  the  easing  of  the  present  position. 

No  programme  of  reconditioning  would  be  complete  unless  it 
included  for  the  provision  of  such  amenities  as  hot  waiter,  baths, 
properly  ventilated  food  stores,  replacement  of  out  of  date 
firegrates,  and  the  securing  of  an  adequate  number  of  rooms, 
but  one  cannot  visualize  such  schemes  being  undertakien  by 
private  owners  who  are  already  finding  their  properties  a 
lia.bility  rather  than  an  amset*  This  view  is  supported  by 
the  fact  that  during  the  year  no  applications  were  received 
for  grants  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  In  1951 
I expressed  the  view  that  the  intentions  of  the  Act  could  best 
be  secured  by  the  Local  Authority  acquiring  the  properties  and 
themselves  carrying  out  the  improvements,  and  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  response  by  private  persons  during  1952  I feel  more  than 
ever  that  this  is  so. 

If  this  review  should  appear  contentious,  I would  assure 
members  of  the  Council  tha.t  the  views  expressed  are  intended 
to  draw  attention  to  the  serious  problems  which  beset  existing 
housing.  With  the  programme  of  new  housing  launched  and  progressing 
fawVourably,  I would  v/elcome  the  opportunity  to  deal  with  existing 
properties,  demolishing  the  imfit,  repairing  the  not  rea.sonably 
fit  and  at  the  same  time  improving  the  stajidards  of  amenities 
for  our  people. 

Fina.lly,  I append  a tabulated  report  of  the  a,ctivities 
of  housing  repair  during  the  year. 
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^ HOUSING  STATISTICS 


No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 11,805 

No.  of  t)a,ck-to-bp,ck  houses  included  in  above 285 

1#  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year, 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Hea,lth 
■ ■ and  Housing  Acts) 668 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  for  that  purpose.......  2779 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  houses  (included  under  (l)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolida,ted  Regulations 48 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  125 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further 
action. 

(a)  No.  considered  to  be  in  a sta,te  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  hea-lth  as 

to  be  unfit  for  himan  habitation 2 

(b)  No,  (excluding  above)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  .respects  fit  for  humpji  hcabitation 284 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  duilng  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 

rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  infomal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

officers 212 

3.  ' Action  'Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16, 

Housing  Act,  1938. 

(1)  No.  of  .'dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served 19 

(2)  No.,  rendered  fits- 

(a)  By  Local  Authority Nil 

(b)  By  owners 3 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied 135 

(2)  No.  of  dv/elling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Local  Authority Nil 

(b)  By  owners 122 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1938. 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  ma,de  in  respect 

of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dv\^elling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Lenolition  Orders  were  made... Nil 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursurance 

of  Lenolition  Orders 4 
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Proceodings  imdel*  Section  1,2  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  sepa,rate  tenenents  or  underground  roons 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made....  1 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenenents  or  underground  roons 

the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
detemined,  the  tenenent  or  roon  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

NEW  HOUSES 

No,  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year. 


By  the  Local  Authority;  Pemanent  type 41 

Tenporary  type Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  * 5 


The  following  is  a,  sunnary  of  the  retirrn  submitted  of 
the  a,ction  taicen  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1930/36  and  the 
position  at  the  31st. Becenber, 1952. 

Part  III  of  the  Act.  Clea.rance  Areas. 


No.  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  demolished* 68 

No.  of  persons  displaced. ...  * 21-3 


Part  II  of  the  Act.  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished. 


By  Pon:ial  Action 135 

By  Informal  Action.. 32 

No,  Of  dwelling  houses  ■ closed. 33 

Pa.rts  of  buildings  closed 13 

No.  of  persons  displaced  from  above..... 838 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit. 

By  Pomal  Action 284 

By  Informal  Action 2263 


SUMMARY  OP  NOTICES 


Section 

Informal 

Notices 

Complied  with 
without  Stat. 
Notice . 

Statutory 
Notices . 

Stat.  Notices 
complied  with. 

Out- 

standing 

Housing  Act, 1936. 
Section  9 

17 

2 

19 

3 

16 

Public  Health  Act. 
1936. 

Sections  92/3 

253 

169 

135 

122 

73 

Section  75 

123 

• 218 

142 

140 

82 

Section  47 

15 

11 

2 

2 

5 

Section  45 

129 

107 

14 

24 

14 

Section  39 

46 

50 

11 

18 

6 

Others 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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^ INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


IhjLring  the  year  1952  every  endeavour  was  made  to  consolidate 
the  improvements  secured  in  previous  years.  The  alteration  and 
improvement  of  premises  has  continued  steadily  and  regular 
inspections  of  both  retail  shops  and  making  up  rooms  reveal 
up-grading  of  standards.  The  screening  and  protection  of  food 
on  sale  has  received  further  attention  and  produced  successful 
results.  An  excellent  example  was  set  by  your  Markets  Committee 
who  arrived  at  a final  decision  to  instal  refrigerated  show- 
cases at  all  fish  shops  in  the  Market  Hall.  Although  not  actually 
installed  during  the  year  under  review,  their  existence  was  assured. 
In  this  the  Markets  Committee  were  not  alone,  several  private 
tre-ders  completing  arrangements  to  instal  similar  units  before 
the  summer  of  1953* 

Particular  attention  was  also  paid  to  the  preparation  of 
sausages.  All  premises  used  for  this  purpose  were  visited  with 
the  intention  of  securing  their  registration  -under  the  terns 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act.  Where  inspection  revealed  unsatisfactory 
conditions  the  occupiers  were  provided  with  a schedule  of  requiremen 
the  majoritv  undertaking  the  carrying  out  of  the  works.  In  some 
instances  the  scale  of  manufacture  did  not  hov/ever  justify  the 
costs  and  here  the  man-ufacture  was  discontinued.  On  satisfactory 
completion  of  works  the  premises  were  reported  to  the  Council 
for  registra,tion,  13  such  registrations  being  recorded.  At  the 
yea,r  end  several  still  remained  unregistered  pending  the  final 
completion  of  works. 

A commencement  was  also  made  on  the  work  of  registering  of 
Pood  Hawkers  "under  the  terns  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(Ceneral  Powers)  Act,  1951,  but  this  aspect  will  figure  more 
in  subsequent  reports. 

Our  efforts  in  the  ca.use  of  food  hygiene  were  not  however 
limited  to  dealings  with  premises  and  their  occupiers,  An  especial 
effort  wa,s  made  to  attract  the  attention  of  both  traders  and  the 
public  through  the  medium  of  a Clean  Pood  Exhibition.  This  was 
sta.ged  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  for  a period  of  one  week,  from 
the  8th./l4th. June , and  the  exhibits,  which  covered  all  phases 
of  food  hygiene  were  displayed  on  21  stands.  The  attendance  over 
the  week  numbered  some  3000  persons,  and  I feel  tha.t  the  interest 
aroused  fully  justified  the  venture. 

No  report  on  food  inspection  would  be  complete  without 
reference  to  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption.  V/hilst 
the  tables  appended  present  full  details  of  slaughtering,  the 
following  may  be  of  interest.  The  figures  for  1952  show  -that  a 
greater  variety  was  experienced  in  the  animals  for  slanghter. 

The  number  of  cows  fell  from  426  in  1951  to  360  in  1952,  and 
with  this  was  a decrease  in  cattle  other  than  cows  from  1725 
to  1472.  The  number  of  ca,lves  killed  rose  sha,rply  from  35  in  1951 
to  417  in  1952,  whilst  the  corresponding  for  sheep  v/as  from  5000 
up  to  6835*  Pigs  numbered  940  in  1952  as  a,gainst  726  in  1951- 
All  carcases  are  inspected  by  members  of  the  staff  working  on 
rota  system,  and  these  examinations  provide  ma,ny  interesting 
results.  Of  the  cows  sla,ughtered  14  were  found  to  be  a.ffected 
with  Generalized  Tuberculosis,  and  condemned  in  entirety,  whilst 
132  were  found  to  be  a.ffected  in  pa,rt  only.  These  combined  figures 
show  that  40.559^  of  cows  slaughtered  were  affected  in  some  measure 
by  tuberculosis;  the  figure  for  1951  V'/as  35-2^.  As  against  this 
cattle  other  than  cov/s  showed  a decided  improvement,  8 full  carcases 
were  condemned  on  the  grounds  of  Generalized  Tuberculosis,  whilst 
210  were  found  to  be  a,f footed  in  part  only.  The  combined  figures 
give  14.08^  of  the  cattle  slaughtered  as  against  38 1951 • 

In  the  case  of  other  animals  the  figures  are  quite  light, ^only 
2.94%  of  the  sheep  slaughtered  v/ere  in  any  way  a,ffected  with 
disease,  all  of  course  non- tubercular,  and  generally  emanating 
conditions  of  the  pluck.  Of  pigs  5.42^  were  affected  with 
tuberculosis  and  16.17?^  with  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis. 
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Cp.lves  produced  a figure  of  1«]9^  for  diseases  other  thar 
tuberculosis,  but  it  is  interesting  to  report  one  calf  affectea 
v\?ith  Generalized  Tuberculosis,  which  of  course  called  for  total 
condennation  (this  gives  a percentage  figure  of  0.23). 

Pron  the  foregoing  one  would  be  justified  in  assuming  a 
slightly  better  quality  of  animals  killed  in  1952  as  against 
1951.  Never  the  less,  the  conditions  found  week  by  week  only 
tend  to  remind  us  of  the  need  for  full  and  complete  inspection. 

Whilst  reporting  on  the  slaughtering  of  aniiaals  I v/ould 
again  put  forward  a,  strong  plea  for  a new  aba^ttoir.  The  system 
of  slp.ughtering  and  the  condition  of  the  premises  have  both 
shown  improvement  during  the  year.  Never  the  less,  the  conditions 
under  which  the  work  is  performed  still  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

A modern  abattoir  of  adequate  capacity  would  solve  the  problem 
?.nd  such  a building  can  hardly  be  denied  a,  town  of  our  size  p.nd 
with  such  a strong  shopping  centre.  We  look  forward  to  the  day 
when  the  Minister  will  give  consent  to  such  a project. 

A further  commodity  which  always  justifies  report  is  ice-cream. 
Still  as  popular  as  ever  with  the  general  public,  its  prepa,ration 
and  sale  calls  for  close  examination.  IXiring  the  year  16  additional 
premises  were  registered  for  sale  only  and  noiB  f or  ma.nuf acture . 

This  would  appea.r  to  be  the  genera.l  trend  for  with  8l  retailers 
in  the  district,  there  rema.in  only  three  persons  registered  for 
manufacture.  The  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  stored  in 
refrigerated  containers  certainly  eliminates  the  difficulties 
of  sma.ll  scale  production  and  would  appear  to  have  direct 
bearing  on  the  bacteriological  standa<,rd  of  the  product.  Loose 
ice-cream  is  still  to  be  obtained,  principally  from  itinerant 
vendors,  but  here  again  the  improvements  previously  secured  in 
the  vehicles  engaged  ha-ve  been  vi/ell  maintained. 

Bacteriological  sampling  was  carried  on  in  a routine  manner, 
figures  for  which  are  given  in  tabulated  form.  Methylene  Blue  Test 
is  used  in  all  cases  and  a,  good  qua.lity  ice-cream  should  figure 
in  Gra.des  1 and  2,  Grade  3 shows  a la,pse,  whilst  only  a poor 
quality  of  product  falls  to  Grade  4. 

Sampling  was  also  undertaken  for  chemical  composition. 

Twenty  infer ma,l  samples  producing  I8  up  to  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  two  being  reported  as  not  genuine. 
These  were  followed  up  by  forma.l  samples,  one  of  which  v/as  again 
below  standard,  and  in  this  ca,se  proceedings  were  instituted 
a.ga.inst  the  vendor  and  a fine  of  £4  imposed  by  the  Magistra.tes. 

The  town's  milk  supply  continues  to  receive  close  attention. 
This  is  supplied  by  124  distributors,  only  one  of  whom  retails 
raw  milk,  and  that  of  "Accredited"  standard.  All  milk  is  delivered 
in  scaled  bottles,  none  from  open  cams.  The  largest  single 
supplier  continues  to  bo  the  C /.T, S. Retail  Society,  which  operates 
its  own  pa.steurising  plant  at  Ashton  Road,  drawing  its  supplies 
of  raw  milk  from  fp.rms  in  the  adjacent  areas.  The  smaller  retailerc 
draw  their  supplies  from  large  scale  wholesalers,  principally 
the  Manorcroft  Dairies,  and  their  a.ssociate  company,  Express 
Dairies,  Sheffield,  both  of  whom  supply  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Pasteurised)  milks.  The  sa.le  of  "Sterilized"  milk  by 
shop  keepers  again  covers  a wide  field,  93  such  persons  being 
registered.  The  street  delivery  vehicles  continue  to  be  of  good 
standard,  being  well  screened  amd  protected  against  s\m,  rain 
and  dirt. 

Notwithstanding  the  satisfactory  standards  achieved,  there 
has  been  no  relaxation  of  supervision.  Sampling  is  routine  amd 
la.boratory  examina-tions  cover  both  Bacteriological  amd  Biological 
condition,  a,s  well  a,s  Chemical  Composition.  The  results  shown 
by  Biological  Examination  are  of  particular  interest;  of  384 
samples  examined,  13  gave  positive  results.  Considering  this  figure 
alongside  the  figures  of  tuberculosis  amongst  cows  slaughtered  for 
himiam  consumption,  one  camnot  but  feel  tha.t  much  still  remains  to 
be  done  in  the  field  of  milk  production. 
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The  following  tables  'sumnarise  this  section  of  our  work:- 


MILK  SUPPLY 

IlEGISTRATION  OF  PhODUCEHS.  DISTPlIBUTORS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  producers  of  pasteurised  nilk 1 

No.  of  inspections  of  pasteurising  plant 59 

Distribution 

No.  of  distributors  on  register 124 

No.  selling  Ha,v/  Milk Nil 

No.  selling  Pasteurised  Milk 29 

No.  selling  Accredited  Milk 1 

No.  selling  T. T. Pasteurised  Milk 28 

No.  selling  Sterilized  Milk 93 

SiiMPLING  OP  MILK  POP  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXiM/LINATION 

Paw  Milk 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Test.. 744 
No.  of  Scamples  which  satisfied  M.B.  Test  for 

Accredited  Milk 434 

No.  V7hich  did  not  satisfy  the  above  test 210 

Pa^steurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  prescribed  tests 97 

No.  satisfying  Methylene  Blue  Test 97 

No.  satisfying  Phospha,tase  Test 97 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  prescribed  tests 91 

No.  sa.tisfying  Methylene  Blue  Test 91 

No.  sa,tisfying  Phosphata.se  Test 91 

Sterilized  Milk 

No.  of  samples  submitted  to  prescribed  tests 19 

No.  satisfying  Methylene  Blue  Test 19 

No.  sa.tisfying  Turbidity  Test...., 19 

MILK  - BIOLOGICAL  EXmilNATIQN  POP  TUBERCULOSIS 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  a.bove  test 408 

No.  giving  negative  result 384 

No.  giving  positive  result 13 

No.  of  samples  invalid  due  to  early  death  of 

guinea,  pig 11 
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Date  of  Spjaple  Type  of  Supply 

15/1/52  Raw  Milk  to  Pasteurising  Plant. 


29/1/52 

12/2/52 

19/2/52 

25/3/52 

1/4/52 

8/4/52 

22/4/52 

24/6/52 

8/7/52 

29/7/52 

26/8/52 

30/12/52 


-do- 

-do- 

-do- 

Accreditod  milk  sold  direct. 

Aaw  Milk  to  Pasteurising  Plant, 

-do- 

-do- 

-do- 


-do- 

-do- 

-do- 

Accredited  Milk  sold  direct. 


POOP  ANP  PPUaS  ACT,  1938. 

Spnpling  of  Pood  for  Chenical  Analysis, 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  - 

Informal I38 

Formal 47 

Total 185 

Pescription  No.  of  samples'  taken. 

Poimal  Informal 

Milk  30  116 

Beef  Sp.usage  4 

Pork  Sausage  6 - 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 
Potted  Beef  Pcaste  2 

Marzipan  - 1 

Ice  Cream  2 20 

Cooking  Pat  - 1 

Ground  Almonds  1 - 

Salmon  Paste  1 

Tea  1 

Total  I3S' 


Action  takeny^.^. 

One  cow  slaughtered 
under  T,B. Order. 

-do- 

No  cow  found.  Milk 
now  negative. 

One  cow  slaughtered 
under  T.B. Order. 

One  cow  slaughtered 
under  T.B. Order. 

-do- 

-do- 

Two  cows  slaughterei 
under  T.B. Order. 

Eight  cows  sent  in 
for  slaughter  by 
fa,rmer.  Herd  now 
clear. 

One  cow  slaughtered 
under  T.B. Order. 

One  cow  slaughtered 
under  T.B. Order. 

Two  cows  slaughterei 
under  T.B. Order. 

No  cow  found,  and 
milk  certified  to 
be  clear. 


N^ber  adulterated 

Pormal  Informal"" 

6 11 


7 


13 
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Details  of  adulterate,!  samples  are  given  below; - 


Sample 

No. 

Formal  or 

Inf  ormal 

Commodity 

/uialysis 

Action  taken 

18 

Informal 

Ice-cream 

3.76^  - Pat 

2.l2io  - Fat 

Followed  by  fomal 
samples  v/hich 
proved  genuine. 

19 

Infomal 

Ice-creaia 

Followed  by  fomal 
sample  No.880 

880 

Pomal 

Ice-cream 

l.lio  - Pat 

Court  proceedings 

- - 

2.88^  - Fat 

24/9/52. Fined  £4 
including  costs. 

917B 

Infomal 

Milk 

Followed  by  fomal 
samples  919  and  920 r 

2.93/°  - Fat 

919 

Formal 

Milk 

V/hen  taken  with  919 
and  920  avera,ge 
above  standa,rd. 

922A 

Infomal 

Milk 

2.78/  - Fat 

Followed  up  by 

926A-928A. 

922C 

Infomal 

Milk 

2r98/  - Fat 

Followed  up  by 
928B-929A. 

924B 

Infoma,! 

Milk 

\ 

2.82/  - Fat 

2.65/  - Pat 

Followed  up  by 
929B-930C. 

925C 

Infoma,! 

Milk 

Followed  up  by 
931A-932B. 

926A 

9260 

Informa,! 

Inf  omal 

Milk 

Milk 

2.78/  - Fat) 
2.68/  - Pat) 

Followed  up  by 
fomal  samples 
936-942. 

929A 

Informal 

Milk 

2.88/  - Fat 

Followed  up  by 

8.48/  Solids 

fomal  samples 

not  Fat. 

933-935. 

9290 

Informal 

Milk 

2.95/  - Fat) 

Followed  up  by 
fomal  samples 

9300 

Infoma,! 

• 

Milk 

2.71/  - Fat) 

2.67/  - Fat 

943-946. 

932A 

Infomal 

Milk 

Followed  up  by 
fomal  samples 

8.29/  Solids) 

947-951  which 
proved  genuine. 

934 

Fomal 

Milk 

Followed  up  by 

not  Pat.  ) 

appeaJ-  to  cow 

2.71/  - Fat  ) 

samples  which  gave 
similar  figures. 

938 

Fomal 

Milk 

2.72/  - Fat  ) 

-do- 

942 

Foma.l 

Milk 

2.99/  - Fat  ) 

944 

945 

Fomal 

Pomal 

Milk 

Milk 

2.97/  - Fat  ) 
2.79/  - Fat  ) 

-do- 

ICE-CPuEM 


No.  of  premises  re.gistered  for  sa,le  during 

the  year® 16 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  na,nuf picture 

during  the  year. Nil 

Position  at  end  of  1932. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  sale 8l 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture. 3 

Classified  Ne suits. 

19^2  1991 

No.  of  samples  tahen  2b7  20 9 

No.  of  spjaples  cla,ssified  Grade  I 199  126 

No.  of  samples  classified  Grade  2 50  53 

No.  of  samples  classified  Grade  3 22  26 

No.  of  sami^les  classified  Grade  4 6 4 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION  <f 

As  previously  stated  all  aninals  slaughtered  for  huna,n 
consunption  are  dealt  with  at  the  one  slaughter-house  leased 
by  the  Ministry  of  Pood. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  by  agents  on  their  behalf, 
and  12  persons  licensed  to  slaughter  and  stun  aninals  under 
the  Slaughter  of  /jiinals  Act,  not  all  of  whon  are  however 
engaged  regularly  on  the  work# 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condenned 


Cattle 

exeiSfing 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Nunber  killed 

1472 

360 

417 

6835 

940 

Nunber  inspected 

1472 

360 

417 

6835 

940 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condenned. 

1 

3 

13 

9 

Carcases  of  which  sone 
part  or  organ  was 
condenned 

383 

84 

3 

197 

144 

Percentage  of  nunber 
inspected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

26.01 

23.61 

1.19 

2.94 

16.17 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condenned. 

8 

14 

1 

- 

6 

Carcases  of  v/hich  sone 
pa,rt  or  organ  was 
condenned. 

210 

132 

- 

- 

45 

Percentage  of  the 
nunber  inspected 
a.ffected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

14.08 

40.55 

0.23 

5.42 

Carcases , 

Part-carcases 

and  Organs 

Condenned. 

Boasts 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Carcases 

23 

4 

13 

15 

55 

Forequarters 

9 

1 

2 

11 

23 

Hindquarters 

17 

- 

6 

6 

29 

Heads  and  Tongues 

158 

1 

— 

38 

197 

Lungs 

404 

— 

- 

- 

404 

Plucks 

— 

2 

185 

45 

232 

Hearts 

22 

— 

— 

- 

22 

Livers 

504 

— 

— 

- 

504 

Udders 

23 

— 

— 

1 

24 

Intestines 

51 

- 

8 

141 

200 
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Diseases 


Tuberculosis 

Beasts 

342 

Calves 

1 

Sheep 

Pigs 

45 

Total 

388 

Actinomycosis 

8 

- 

- 

— 

8 

Abscesses 

113 

1 

5 

6 

125 

Fatty  Degeneration 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Angioma 

25 

- 

- 

- 

25 

Parasitic 

93 

— 

162 

12 

267 

Cirrhosis 

309 

— 

12 

2 

323 

Bruising 

35 

1 

5 

6 

47 

Mastitis 

18 

— 

— 

1 

19 

Pleurisy 

6 

- 

1 

- 

7 

Emaciation 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Fever 

— 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Joint  ill 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

Inflammation 

20 

- 

11 

144 

175 

Oedema 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

Septicaemia 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Moribund 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

Pericarditis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pyaemia 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Iheumonia 

6 

- 

3 

5 

14 

Swine  Erisypelas 

— 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Abnomal  odours 

2 

- 

- 

— 

2 

Pigmentation 

4 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Congestion 

- 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Johnes  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Decomposition 

30 

- 

- 

— 

30 

Fly  blown 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Foods » 

The  following  v\ras  among  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  hirnian 
consumption 


51  tins  Salmon 
700  lbs  Kippers 
602  lbs  Haddock 
63  lbs  Cod 
19  tins  Other  Fish 
160  lbs  Imported  Beef 
60  lbs  Veal 
165  lbs  Pork 
339  lbs  Pork  Offals 
803  lbs  Boiled  Han 
201  tins  Luncheon  Mea.t 
107  tins  Other  Meat 


141  lbs  Sausage 
125  lbs  Bacon 
12  lbs  Butter 
6 lbs  Margarine 
188  Coconuts 
93  tins  Milk 
727  tins  Tomatoes 
114  tins  Beans 
657  tins  Soup 
58  tins  Peas 
19  tins  Carrots 
483  tins  Fruit 


Total  weight  condemned  - 23  tons  5 cwts 


In  the  a,bove  figures  it  will  be  noted  once  again  the  large 
quantity  of  boiled  ham  found  to  be  unsound.  This  was  imported  canned 
ham  and  the  ca.use  of  the  unfitness  was  attributed  to  the  canning 
process.  In  many  instances  the  meat  gave  the  appearance  of  being 
insufficiently  cooked  and  I am  inclined  to  the  view  that  this 
contributes  very  largely  to  early  deterioration  and  subsequent 
unfitness. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


€ 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  continues  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Wakefield  and  Pontefract  Corporations,  with  some 
slight  assistance  from  the  Leeds  Corporation.  The  Wakefield 
supply  is  mainly  fed  direct  to  properties  via  the  service 
mains,  but  the  Pontefract  supply  is  delivered  into  storage 
reservoirs  for  re-distribution  via  service  mains.  The  Leeds 
supply  is  only  used  intermittently  and  when  required  feeds 
directly  into  the  mains  serving  the  Lock  Lane  area. 

The  Wakefield  supply  continues  to  be  of  a soft  quality 
whilst  the  Pontefract  supply  is  undoubtedly  hard.  Luring 
the  year  some  difficulty  was  experienced  with  bacterial 
content,  and  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  systematic 
chlorination  of  reservoir  supplies. 

The  Lepartment  carried  out  routine  sampling  of  supplies, 
the  results  of  which  are  as  follows s- 

Water  - Public  Supply. 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  reservoirs. 75 

No.  showing  coliform  organisms 9 

No.  of  samples  from  consumers  taps ....124 

No.  showing  coliform  organisms 3 

A tabulated  list  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  given 


belowj- 

La.te  of 

No . of 

No.  of  colifom.. 

Sample . 

Sample. 

Address 

orgpjiisms 

13.5.52 

62 

New  Reservoir,  Airedale. 

3 

10.6.52 

96 

-do- 

3 

13.6.52 

97 

-do- 

4 

13.6.52 

98 

-do- 

1 

13.6.52 

99 

-do- 

2 

17.6.52 

105 

-do- 

2 

17.6.52 

106 

-do- 

2 

1.7.52 

117 

Mexborough  Terrace,  RTiitwood. 

. 6 

7.7.52 

134 

-do- 

6 

30.9.52 

200 

Cutsyke  Pumping  Station 

2 

28 .30.52 

218 

New  Reservoir,  Airedale. 

1 

31.ia52 

221 

-do- 

2 

Water  Fryston  Village. 

This  small  hamlet  continues  to  be  served  by  public  supply 
feed  to  an  iron  storage  tank  to  reduce  pressure. 

Ca.rr  Wood. 


The  supply  of  water  for  this  area  continues  to  be  made 
available  by  means  of  the  communal  standpipe,  a,nd  this  is 
believed  to  be  genera.lly  used.  The  spring  referred  to  in 
previous  reports  must  of  course  continue  to  exist. 

Public  Laths  - Sampling  of  Water. 

The  swimming  season  was  aga.in  limited  to  the  period  of 
April  to  October  a,nd  regular  samples  of  water  from  the  Baths 
wore  taken  a,nd  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  Examination,  in  addition  to  which  samples  were 
I'taken  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season  two  bacteriological  samples 
revealed  the  presence  of  non-faecal  B.Coli,  but  stepping  up  of 
the  chlorination  system  appeared  to  eliminate  their  presence. 
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^1^  The  chenical  analysis  again  showed  a build  up  of  total 
solids  and  the  water  underwent  a complete  change  in  nid-season. 

This  sampling  reveals  that  even  with  the  high  standa.rd  of 
management  appertaining  at  our  Baths,  undesirable  results  can 
be  obtained.  Hegular  sampling  can  therefore  be  considered  to 
be  both  a.  guide  and  assurance  for  the  condition  of  the  Baths. 

The  results  of  sampling  are  as  follows:- 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 


examination 58 

No.  of  samples  showing  coliform  bacilli... 2 


Details  of  above 


Da,te 

Saiaple  No . 

B. Coli 

Non-faecal 

Faecal 

6.5.52 

45 

16 

Nil 

6.5.52 

46 

2 

Nil 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Date  of 
Sample . 

Parts  oer  million 

Total 

Eree 

Albuminoid 

Oxygen 

Solids 

Chlorides 

Ammonia 

Anmonia 

Absorbed 

10.6.52 

800 

228 

0.30 

0.72 

3.4 

1.7.52 

850 

405 

0.30 

0.74 

5.0 

1.7.52 

860 

319 

0.30 

0.80 

4.8 

vVater 

changed. 

4.9.52 

600 

234 

0.34 

o 

. 

o 

4.0 

ATMOSPHEBIC  POLLUTION 


The  question  of  air  pollution  is  slj-owly  but  surely  gaining 
prominence  in  the  public  mind. 

The  defects  and  damage  caused  by  an  impure  atmosphere  have 
long  been  realized,  but  generaily  ignored,  and  it  requires  some 
outstanding  occurrence,  such  a.s  the  conditions  appertaining 
in  the  City  of  London  towa.rds  the  end  of  the  yean,  to  really 
arouse  the  interest  of  the  avera.ge  citizen. 

There  is  however  a growing  weight  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  cleaning  up  the  atmosphere  and  to  those  of  us  who  for  yeans 
have  sought  to  secure  public  support  for  the  cause,  this  trend 
is  most  encoura,ging.  Unfortunately  our  initial  gratification  is 
rather  dampened  by  the  knowledge  that  so  many  advocate  the 
altera.tion  and  improvement  of  all  chimneys  - except  their  owni 
It  is  very  simple  for  the  occupier  of  domestic  premises  to 
point  the  finger  of  criticism  at  industria.l  smoke,  and  equally 
simple  for  the  individualist  to  draw  attention  to  domestic 
chimneys  v/hen  in  point  of  fact  neither  is  better  than  the  other. 
The  high  chimneys  of  fa.ctories  and  ¥/orks  are  very  clearly  seen, 
and  their  emissions  noted,  but  domestic  chimneys  each  virtually 
covering  the  other  ane  not  so  easily  observed,  and  the  pollution 
they  crea.te  generally  pa.sses  unnoticed. 

If  we  are  to  secure  real  improvement  we  must  not  confine 
our  endeavours  to  one  section  alone;  the  problem  of  both 
industrial  and  domestic  smoke  must  be  dealt  with  as  a whole. 
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During  the  year  we  have  maintained  instrunents  for 
recording  the  deposit  of  soot  and  sulphur  trioxide  at  Cinder 
Lane,  Carlton  Street,  Ings  Lane  and  Hedhill,  and  the  results 
secured  show  a somewhat  lower  soot  deposit  than  in  1951 > but 
a very  sustained  figure  for  sulphur  trioxide.  If  one  wishes 
to  be  optimistic  one  would  claim  that  our  activities  in  the 
field  of  smoke  abatement  have  secured  some  success,  and  that 
the  sulphur  trioxide  is  more  attributa,ble  to  other  causes, 
but  I would  rather  look  upon  such  an  assertion  as  a hope  rather 
than  a fact. 

During  the  year  a number  of  problems  have  been  dealt  with, 
some  by  general  observa,tion,  some  as  a result  of  actual  complaint. 

In  tv/o  instances  complaints  were  received  of  smoke  emanating  from 
vertical  boilers  of  fairly  small  capacity.  In  one  instance  it 
was  suggested  that  coke  be  subsituted  for  coal  as  fuel  and  this 
secured  an  immediate  abatement  of  nuisance.  In  the  second  case 
negotiations  are  still  continuing  on  the  basis  of  more  efficient 
use  of  eq.uipment  already  provided. 

In  my  last  report  I referred  to  the  reorganization  of 
boiler  plant  a.t  one-  of  our  chemical  works  and  here  difficulty 
was  experienced  with  the  quality  of  fuel  allocated.  As  a result 
of  action  by  the  Departmentan  improvement  was  secured  in  the 
allocation  and  conditions  are  steadily  improving. 

Complaints  were  also  received  of  smoke  emissions  from  a 
clothing  factory  pjid  here  the  cause  was  undoubtedly  a combination 
of  factors,  old  and  inadequate  boiler  plant,  fluctuating  demand 
for  steam  and  unsuitable  fuel.  Although  some  improvement  has  been 
secured  this  problem  will  only  be  settled  by  the  installation  of 
new  and  adequate  plant,  such  project  now  being  imder  consideration. 

Our  routine  observations  have  shown  serious  smoke  emissions 
from  colliery  chimneys,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the 
National  Coal  Bop^rd  has  commenced  a programme  of  reorgsinization. 

The  proposals  va.ry  from  colliery  to  colliery,  but  include  the 
substitution  of  electricity  for  steam,  the  installing  of  mechanical 
stokers  to  replace  hand-firing,  and  the  training  of  boiler 
operatives.  The  programme  is  naturally  controlled  by  the  amount 
of  finance  available,  but  should  produce  a gradual  improvement 
in  the  next  five  years. 

One  of  our  greatest  problems  continues  to  be  the  Coke  Oven 
plant  at  Glass  Houghton,  where  fumes  from  the  ovens  and  smoke 
from  the  boiler  chimney  combine  to  form  a vast  cloud  of  pollution. 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  year  after  year  of  this  gross 
pollution  which  appears  to  increane  rather  than  diminish. 

Of  pollutents  other  than  cactual  smoke  we  have  received 
complaints  of  dust  arising  from  the  manufacture  of  road  mp.terials, 
p.nd  p-cid  emissions  from  chemicp,!  works.  In  the  first  instance  a 
solution  should  soon  be  reached  by  the  completion  of  new  plant 
of  modern  design,  but  in  the  le,tter  case  there  appep.rs  to  be 
little  hope  of  remedy.  \1q  are  p.ssured  that  the  emission  of  acid 
fumes  is  well  within  the  limit  permitted  by  law  p.nd  cannot  in 
fact  be  reduced  further,  but  it  would  appear  that  here  is  a 
problem  to  which  science  might  well  devote  research,  for  these 
emissions  p-rc  both  irritating  p.nd  unpleasant  to  the  breathing 
system. 

Before  terminating  my  report  on  industrial  conditions 
I would  dr?.w  attention  to  the  need  for  improved  standards  amongst 
boiler  operatives.  All  too  frequently  this  work  is  carried  out  by 
men  without  technicp.l  trp.ining  and  often  with  very  little  experience, 
the  result  being  inefficient  and  uneconomical  firing  of  plant, 
resulting  in  the  wasteful  use  of  fuel  with  resulting  black  smoke. 

I cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  ca-se  for  technical  classes  for 
persons  engaged  in  plant  firing;  such  classes  call  for  support 
from  both  the  employer  and  employee  and  would  I feel  sure  prove 
beneficia,!  to  both  the  industry  and  the  general  public. 
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^ In  the  field  of  donestic  snoke  there  is  but  little  to 
report.  The  provision  of  modern  grates  in  place  of  outdated 
appliances  appears  to  bo  a general  accepted  principle,  but 
the  installations  fail  to  give  the  desired  results,  mainly 
because  of  the  continuing  use  of  bituminous  coal  rather  than 
smokeless  fuel.  It  is  appreciated  that  in  a district  populated 
so  extensively  by  mine  workers,  all  of  whom  receive  conoessional 
coal,  to  advocate  the  use  of  coke  or  similar  fuels,  all  of  which 
are  of  a high  purchase  price,  is  virtually  useless,  but  the  fact 
remains  tha,t  much  of  our  smoke  pollution  emanates  from  domestic 
chimneys. 

A peculiar  feature  of  recent  times  is  the  incree.sing  nu::iber 
of  chimney  fires.  This  can  be  attributed  very  largely  to  the 
hp.bit  of  householders  clearing  soot  from  their  chimneys  by  the 
process  of  igniting  materials  to  burn  out  the  flue.  The  dirt 
and  discomfort  caused  in  the  neighbourhood  is  of  serious  moment 
and  the  prp.ctice  is  greatly  to  bo  deprecated. 

As  in  former  years  the  Council  have  retained  membership 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  '.Vest  hiding  Regional  Smoke 
Aba,tement  Committee  and  on  the  Yorkshire  Council  of  the  Na,tional 
Smoke  Abatement  Society,  both  bodies  work  ceaselessly  in  the 
cause  of  a cleaner  atmosphere. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  secured  by  our  gauge 
observations  s- 


Sootfall 

Tons  per  Square  Mile. 

Month 

Cinder  Lane 

Ings  Lane 

hedhill 

Carlton  Street 

J anuary 

16 . 68 

26.45 

12.01 

23.62 

Pebi*uary 

9.49 

9.00 

6.47 

IQ.  27 

March 

22.80 

20.46 

16.96 

23.35 

April 

19.95 

12.49 

13.21 

20.65 

May 

16.47 

15.91 

10.79 

23.45 

June 

19.77 

16.34 

10.75 

7.34 

July 

August 

16.16 

29.42 

11.42 

16.51 

13.38 

13.27 

13.67 

10.04 

September 

20.19 

31.47 

11.41 

17-86 

October 

19.36 

33.78 

11.98 

17.72 

November 

4.09 

21.51 

6.60 

7.92 

December 

16.21 

28.10 

13.97 

25.97 

Totals 

194.55 

258.20 

139.24 

204-70 

Sulphur  Tri oxide 

Estimation  - 

Milligrammes 

per  Day. 

Month 

Cinder  lane 

Ings  Lane 

hedhill 

Carlton  Street 

January 

3.03 

2.03 

2.83 

2.76 

February 

‘ 2.76 

2.03 

2.71 

2.52 

March 

2.53 

1.47 

2.16 

2.25 

April 

1.66 

1.15 

1.17 

1.20 

May 

1.57 

1.02 

1.14 

1.32 

June 

1.28 

1.00 

0.95 

1.13 

July 

0.78 

0.75 

0.95 

0.81 

August 

0.92 

0.80 

0.76 

0.81 

September 

1.14 

0.98 

0.65 

0.88 

October 

3.09 

2.06 

2.46 

2.98 

November 

3.21 

1.85 

2.29 

2.88 

December 

3-19 

2.47 

3.44 

3.45 

Averages 

2.09 

1.47 

1.79 

1.91 
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?''VE?iS  AND  WATER  COURSES 


t 


Once  again  it  is  with  relief  the^t  one  can  report  a year 
without  river  flooding.  The  works  carried  out  in  the  last  few 
years  appear  to  be  cp.pable  of  nesting  lifting  of  the  river 
level  in  tii:ies  of  stoirn. 

As  aga,inst  this  we  continue  to  suffer  localized  flooding 
fron  overflowing  streams  and  it  would  appear  that  until  such 
tines  as  the  affected  water  courses  are  deepened  and  regraded 
the  danger  will  continue  to  exist. 

LISINFECTION  /JTE  DISINFESTATION 

The  Department  as  in  foiner  years  continues  to  carry  out 
disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  and 
e,lso  e.fter  deaths  or  removal  of  pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

To  this  end  houses  are  treated  by  spraying  and  fumigation,  whilst 
bedding,  etc.,  is  dealt  with  by  steani  treatment. 

The  disinfector  plant  at  Cinder  Lane  continues  to  give 
good  economic  service,  not  only  to  our  own  townspeople,  but 
also  to  neighbouring  p.uthorities# 

Premises  affected  with  vermin  are  now  sprayed  with  a 
solution  containing  D.D.T.  and  Pyrethrum,  and  excellent  results 
have  been  achieved. 

The  policy  of  dealing  with  all  Council  houses  upon  change 
of  tenancy  and  also  on  first  occupation  has  been  continued. 

The  in-going  tenantfe  furniture  is  concentrated  to  one  room, 
wherein  it  is  both  sprayed  and  fumigated,  whilst  the  remaining 
rooms  are  sprayed  with  solution,  leaving  behind  a residua,! 
effect. 

Throughout  the  year  infestations  of  oockroa,ches,  beetles, 
etc.,  were  dealt  with  by  Gamimexane  Powder  which  has  given 
excellent  .results  with  this  type  of  insect. 

One  indust rie.l  concern  continues  to  have  its  premises 
treated  with  Hydrocya,nic  Acid  Gas,  and  as  in  former  years  the 
work  is  carried  out  by  experienced  contractors,  but  the  Department 
on  e.ach  occasion  takes  confirmatory  samples  of  foodstuffs  after 
the  treatment  has  been  completed. 

The  following  shows  the  works  ca.rried  out  during  the 
years- 


Disinfection  after  Infectious  Disease 47 

Disinfestation  of  verminous  houses? 

Privately  owned 22 

L.A.  owned 8 

Council  houses  treated  upon  creation  of 

new  tenancy 190 


DRAINAGE.  SEwERAGE  AND  SANIT/JIY  /JiTERATIONS 

This  section  of  the  report  reveals  each  year  the  state  of 
the  sanitary  a.ccor.modation  in  the  district.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  figures  a.ppended  that  the  conversion  of  the  remaining 
slop  closets  and  privy  middens  is  proceeding  gradually.  The 
condition  of  drains  and  sewers  often  calls  for  action,  either 
to  relea.se  blockages  or  to  mak:e  good  defects.  One  cannot  but 
believe  that  land  movement,  caused  by  mining  operations,  is 
prima.rily  responsible.  One  section  of  sewer  is  now  known  to 
possess  a bank  fall  and  it  is  only  by  constant  attention  from 
our  mechanical  appliances  that  the  area  served  by  the  sewer 
is  kept  free  of  trouble,  but  even  so  flooding  does  occur  in 
tines  of  storm.  This  section  calls  for  relaying  auid  to  proper 
fall,  P.nd  I would  urge  an  early  coimmencenent  of  the  work. 
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I would  a^ain  refer  to  the  existence  of  cesspools,  the 
nunbers  of  which  tend  to  increase,  and  whose  presence  fom 
a financial  burden  upon  the  Departnent,  as  well  as  an  undesirable 
feature  of  our  coiimunity.  As  stated  in  ny  last  report  a number 
could  be  disbanded  if  sewers  were  available,  and  I trust  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  these  areas  can  be  sewered. 

V/orks  carried  out  during  the  year  1952  were  as  follows 


Privies  abolished.... - 2 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets 2 

Slop  closets  converted  to  water  closets...  15 

V/ater  closets  abolished......* 2 

Additional  wa,ter  closets  provided  to 

existing  buildings 13 

V/ater  closets  provided  to  new  buildings...  90 
Drains  and  water  closets  reconstructed  or 

repaired.........  131 

Drains,  water  closets,  etc.,  opened  up, 

cleajised,  etc 659 

Ashpits  (wet)  abolished 1 

Ashbins  abolished 2 

Ashbins  provided  to  new  buildings 46 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspection  of  factories  was  ca,rried  on  as  in  forr.ier  years, 
liaison  being  maintained  with  the  H.M. Inspector  of  Factories. 
Our  activities  were  directed  to  cleanliness  in  non-mechanical 
factories  and  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  escape  in  case 
of  fire  in  all  factories. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Annual  hetum  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  regarding  work  under  this  heading. 


Premises 

No . on 
Register. 

No . of 
Inspections. 

Notices 

Served. 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power. 

21 

30 

Nil 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power. 

129 

183 

1 

Other  premises. 

2 

2 

Nil 

Totals 

162 

215 

1 

Cases  in  which 

defects  were 

found:- 

Defects 

Found  Fienedied 

Nef.  to 

H.M. I. 

Ref.  by  Prose cut 

H.M.l.  -ions. 

Sanitary 

Conveniences i 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Offences 

1 

1 

1 

- - 

Totals 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Number  of  outworkers  on  register  - 3 
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THEATRES  ANE  CINEMAS 


i 


The  town  continues  to  be  served  by  one  theatre  and  six 
cinemas,  all  of  which  were  inspected  from  time  to  time  and 
found  to  be  well  maintained. 

COMMON  LOEGING  HOUSES 

Two  common  lodging  houses  exist  in  the  district,  both 
catering  for  men  only.  They  were  visited  regularly  throughout 
the  year,  and  were  foimd  at  all  times  to  be  well  managed. 

STONACE  OF  PETHOLEUM  ANE  CARBIEE  OE  CilLCIUM 

The  normal  inspections  and  supervision  of  premises  storing 
these  products  were  ca,rried  out  during  the  year.  Alterations 
were  made  at  existing  stores  and  several  new  installations  were 
set  up  during  the  year. 

Fifty-six  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  storage 
of  473>882  gallons  of  petrol,  20,400  gallons  of  petroleum 
mixtures  and  672  lbs  of  Ccarbide. 

EATS  ANE  MICE  EESTEUCTION 


The  system  has  been  in  opera,tion  for  several  years  and 
has  continued  unchanged  throughout  1952.  Two  rat-catchers 
were  employed  full-time  by  the  Eepartment  and  thus  enabled 
regular  inspections  and  treatments  to  be  carried  out.  In  all 
cases  the  methods  and  materials  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  employed  and  a point  of  particular 
interest  was  the  introduction  of  Fafa.rin  against  mice.  This  was 
used  on  several  occasions  and  proved  pa.rticula.rly  effective. 

Eat  infestations  are  naturally  scattered  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  district,  but  as  in  former  years  the  main  sites 
proved  to  be  sev/age  works,  marine  stores  and  areas  adjoining 
the  river,  and  one  long  ago  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
persistent  trea.tments  are  essential  in  such  areas. 

The  town's  sewerage  system  was  baited  and  treated  on  two 
occa.sions,  the  results  were  not  however  serious. 

It  would  appear  that  the  ^stematic  and  regular  treatment 
given  to  our  sev/ers  ha,s  not  succeeded  in  reducing  the  existing 
rat  population  very  ma,terially,  but  a,lso  prevents  any  untoward 
increase,  thus  greatly  a.ssisting  the  conditions  above  ground. 

Such  trea,tments  are  well  worthy  of  the  time  and  cost  spent  on 
them. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  years - 
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Sewer  Treatment 


1951/52  Mpantenemce  Treatment  II 


No.  of  manholes  laitcd 45 

No.  of  clear  takes 22 

No.  of  part  ta.kes 7 

1952/53  Test  Baiting 

No.  of  manholes  ba,ited 101 

No.  of  clear  takes 3 

No.  of  pa.rt  takes 


1952/53'  Maintenance  Treatment  I 


No.  of  manholes  baited 58 

No.  of  clear  takes 23 

No.  of  part  takes 3 


Surface  Treatment 
No.  of  infestations  treatedj- 


Rats  - Major 32 

Minor 288 

Mice 64 

Total 384 


Types  of  Property  Treated. 


Rats 


Property 

Major 

Minor 

Mice 

Total 

U.D. C. Property 

9 

76  • 

8 

93 

Business  Premises 

9 

43 

31' 

83 

Dwelling  houses 

13 

169 

25 

207 

Agricultural 

Property 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Details  of  trea,tments: 

No.  of  baits 

No.  of  baits 

No 

0 

ID 

0 

• 

Property 

laid. 

taken. 

found. 

U.D. C. Property 

1684 

937 

87 

Business  Premises 

1.637 

1062 

126 

Dwelling  Houses 

3004 

1919 

326 

Fa.rms 

14 

8 

7 

Property 

No  • ( 

of  Inspections  carried 

out  • 

U.D. C. Property 

76 

Business  Premises 

139 

Dwelling  Houses  (Blocks) 

196 

Farms 

55 

The  Council  continues  to  retain  its  membership  in  the 
Local  Advisory  Group  and  your  Officers  attend  regularly  the 
meetings  of  the  Group. 
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TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS  ^ 

In  past  years  I have  referred  to  structures  coming 
under  this  heading  which  appear  permanently  in  our  district, 
and  I have  again  to  report  that  the  housing  situation  has 
prevented  any  action  being  taken  against  them.  It  has, 
however,  been  necessary  to  maintain  great  vigilance  to 
prevent  their  numbers  being  added  to  for  the  tendency 
noted  in  previous  years  of  individuals  acquiring  a moveable 
dwelling  for  occupation  v/ithout  recourse  to  the  Local 
Authority  still  continues. 

Another  undesirable  feature  was  the  attempt  by 
individuals  of  the  travelling  hawker  type  to  establish 
winter  quarters  in  the  town.  Vans  appeared  on  several 
sites  during  the  autumn  months  and  only  from  action  by 
the  Department  was  their  removal  secured.  In  one  instance 
court  action  had  to  be  taken,  when  the  Magistrates  imposed 
fines  on  the  owner  of  the  van  and  the  owner  of  the  land. 

It  may  well  te  that  the  forthcoming  winter  will 
produce  similar  attempts  at  long  term  occupation,  but  this 
will  be  safeguarded  ewgainst. 

As  in  former  years  tra,velling  showmen  used  sites  in  the 
town  as  winter  quarters,  in  addition  to  visiting  for  seasonal 
fairs.  The  vans  are  genera,lly  well  maintained  and  the  sites 
well  kept. 

SHOPS  /ATD  FOOD  PREMISES 


As  indicated  earlier  in  the  report  our  activities  in 
connection  with  shops  and  food  premises  continued  with 
•undiminished  vigour  throughout  the  year. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  co-operation  and 
assistance  from  the  majority  of  our  traders  who  appear  to 
be  coming  more  and  more  a,live  to  the  public  demand  for  the 
highest  possible  standards. 

A nimiber  of  traders  have  voluntarily  undertaken  the 
improvement  of  their  premises  and  their  equipment,  and  in 
this  there  appears  to  be  developing  an  atmosphere  of  healthy 
competition. 

The  following  figures  give  some  indicp.tion  of  this  class 
of  workJ- 


No.  of  Inspections  made: 


(a,)  Non-food  shops 31 

(b)  Food  shops 890 

(c)  Other  food  promises 544 

Defects  found  and  remedied: 

Defect  Found  Remedied 


Lack  of  washing  facilities  14  7 
Lack  of  hot  v/ater  supply  14  7 
Insufficient  w.c.  accommodp.tion  3 1 
Need  of  cleaning  7 7 
Structural  alterations  needed  16  9 
Ashbins  required  3 3 
Exposure  of  food  in 

contravention  of  Byelaws  5 5 
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TOYS  FOR  HAOS 


Although  complete  vigilance  v/as  maintained  by  the  Department, 
no  contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  Section  154  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  observed. 

Local  traders  appear  to  observe  the  conditions  without 
q_uestion,  whilst  visits  from  traders  outside  the  district 
have  become  far  less  numerous, 

MAHINE  STORE  DEALBRS 

During  the  year*  the  provisions  of  Section  86  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907  relating  to  the 
registration  of  dealers  in  old  metals  and  marine  store 
dealers,  were  applied  within  the  district. 

Five  applications  v/ere  received,  the  premises  inspected 
and  ultima,tely  registered. 

In  addition  to  the  staff  of  this  department,  authority 
was  given  to  several  police  officers  to  act  as  authorised 
officers  -under  the  Section, 

OFFENSIVE  TpyiDES 

During  the  year  one  new  tra,de  v\;as  registered,  namely 
tha.t  of  Fat  Melter,  The  premises  were  used  for  the  purpose, 
prior  to  the  war  years,  and  had  been  previously  registered. 

Other  offensive  trades  comprise  two  gut  scrapers,  two 
tripe  boilers  and  two  ra,g  and  bone  dealers.  All  premises 
were  inspected  and  found  to  be  well  maintained. 

THE  PET  iiNBL'iDS  ACT,  1951. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st, April,  1952,  and 
ca.lls  for  registrcation  of  premises  where  trading  in  pet 
a,nimals  is  ca,rried  on.  Three  applications  were  received 
and  the  promises  and  the  conditions  being  satisfactory, 
they  were  duly  licensed, 

HAIPDAESSEPS  AND  BARBERS 


The  provisions  of  Section  120  of  the  West  Riding  Co-unty 
Council  I General  Powers)  Act,  1951  rela.ting  to  the  trade 
of  hairdresser  or  barber  were  adopted  by  the  Co-uncil  and 
applied  within  the  district  during  the  year.  The  provisions 
are  essentially  for  the  registering  of  premises  and  the 
nahing  of  Byelav/s,  ajid  their  implementation  was  immedia-tely 
undertalcen. 

Meetings  were  held  with  the  Local  Branch  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Hairdressers  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  also 
r?.ttended  a meeting  held  in  Castleford  of  the  Yorkshire  Area 
Committee  of  the  Federa.tion, 

It  is  pleading  to  report  complete  co-operation  and 
assistance  from  members  of  the  trade,  both  on  the  question 
of  registration  and  Byela,ws,  and  at  the  year  end  38  premises 
had  been  registered  whilst  negotiations  were  proceeding  for 
the  foma.l  making  of  Byelaws. 
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BAG,  FLOCK  AND  OTPIER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT«  1951. 

The  above  Act  has  but  little  bearing  on  the  trade  of 
the  town.  There  are  no  factories  preparing  rag  flock,  but 
one  premises  is  used  for  upholstering  and  has  been  registered. 
The  provisions  of  the  Act  appear  to  be  complied  with, 

THE  NATIONAL  ASSIST/iNCE  ACT,  SECTION  30. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Section  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Local  Authority  to  arrange  the  burial  of  any  person  dying 
without  direct  relatives. 

As  the  authorised  officer  I continued  to  discharge  these 
duties.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange  burial  of  three  persons 
during  the  year, 

MOBTUABIES 


Closely  allied  to  the  above  duties  is  the  provision  of 
public  mortuaries.  Two  are  in  existence  in  the  district  and 
both  received  repairs  ajid  renewals  during  the  year.  At  the 
Glass  Hovighton  mortua,ry  electric  lighting  was  insta,lled, 
whilst  at  Cinder  Lane  ppmnting  and  renovation  was  undertaken. 
Both  mortuaries  are  in  excellent  condition,  but  are  limited  in 
size,  and  consequently  call  for  replacement.  Luring  the  year 
I advoca,ted  the  building  of  a new  mortuary  of  greater  capacity, 
and  containing  refrigerated  storing  arrangements.  Whilst 
realizing  the  difficulties  attached  to  capital  expenditure, 

I feel  that  this  scheme  is  one  worthy  of  early  consideration, 

SmiMARY  OF  LEFECTS  AND  HUIS/iNCES  FOUND 


Nuisances  found  in  1952 1175 

Nuisances  carried  over  from  1951 447 

Total  requiring  abatement 1622 

Abated  during  1952 1420 

Outstanding  at  the  end  of  1952 202 


Notices  served:  Fomal 286  Complied  with...,,  280 

Informal...  471  Complied  with....,  628 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

As  in  former  years  this  section  of  the  report  covers  the 
work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  street  cleansing  and 
public  conveniences,  and  all  figures  refer  to  the  financial 
year  ended  31st. March, 1953» 

In  reviewing  the  work  one  can  only  repeat  what  has  been 
written  before,  namely  that  this  is  a service  to  be  performed 
every  day  of  the  year.  Domestic  refuse  is  to  be  removed  weekly 
and  this  was  in  fact  maintained  dirring  the  year.  Our  streets 
call  for  daily  attention  and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  quantity 
of  paper  littering  the  streets  has  shown  a remarkable  increase 
in  the  past  year.  This  is  undoubtedly  duo  to  the  increased 
supplies  of  paper  and  cardboard,  plus  the  de-rationing  of 
sweet  confectionery. 
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Under  the  development  of  the  housing  programme  the 
cleansing  must  perforce  expand,  and  this  in  conjunction 
with  rising  costs,  can  only  produce  increased  expenditure, 
against  which  there  can  he  but  little  offset.  There  can 
be  no  reduction  in  the  service  given,  and  any  saving  is 
problematical.  The  sale  of  materials  reclaimed  from  waste 
can  provide  a source  of  income,  but  this  shows  considerable 
fluctuation.  In  my  last  report  I referred  to  a recession  of 
trade  verging  on  slump  conditions,  conditions  which  existed 
throughout  the  year.  Not  only  did  the  price  of  waste  paper 
fall  to  guaranteed  minimum,  but  in  addition  our  output  to 
the  mills  was  strictly  rationed,  consequently  there  was  a 
great  reduction  of  revenue  from  this  source.  Some  slight 
compensation  was  received  however,  from  the  sale  of  tins 
and  scrap  metal;  here  our  output  showed  a solid  increase, 
but  the  price  per  ton  is  not  large.  Despite  the  setbacks, 
our  activities  showed  a profit  of  nearly  £1200  to  be  set 
against  general  cleansing  costs. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOaAD. 

This  work  ha,s  been  maintained  on  a once  weekly  basis. 

As  in  former  years  the  forty-four  hour  week  is  compressed 
into  five  working  days  from  March  to  October,  and  extended 
to  five  and  a half  working  days  through  the  winter  months. 

There  were  no  alterp.tions  to  the  vehicles  in  use,  the 
work  still  being  undertaken  by  two  Dennis  Paxit  rear  loaders, 
tv/o  Karrier  C.K.3  side  loaders,  two  Karrier  Bantams,  and  one 
electric  vehicle. 

One  serious  problem  continues  to  be  the  refuse  storage 
receptacle.  In  my  last  report  I referred  to  the  reluctance 
of  owners  to  replace  worn  out  storage  bins.  During  the  year 
serious  efforts  were  made  to  improve  the  situation.  A 
considerable  number  of  notices  were  served  upon  owners  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  V/est 
Riding  County  Council  (G-eneral  Powers)  Act,  1951.  In  no 
instance  were  appeals  lodged,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  bins  were  provided.  In  a nimiber  of  cases  bins  were  supplied 
in  default  of  the  owner,  and  charged  for.  There  would  appear 
to  be  an  improvement  in  the  situation,  although  considerable 
difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  securing  replacements. 

Tipping  continues  to  be  our  principal  method  of  disposal, 
although  the  destructor  continues  to  deal  with  organic  and 
putrescible  material.  Tips  are  sited  at  Redhill  Drive,  Oxford 
Street  and  Three  Lane  Ends. 

At  Redhill  the  work  of, filling  continues  systematically, 
and  we  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  good  supplies  of  clean 
covering  material. 

At  Oxford  Street  the  principal  difficulty  was  again  the 
intake  of  sub-soil  water,  although  the  problem  was  never  as 
severe  as  in  1951«  During  the  summer  months  a shallow  influx 
was  covered  by  a thin  layer  of  refuse  and  hand  core  spread 
by  mechanical  aid,  whilst  the  water  ponding  v/as  ultimately 
covered  by  tipping  at  normal  level.  At  no  time  was  trouble 
experienced  from  hydrogen  sulphide,  and  it  now  seems  that 
tipping  has  at  last  exceeded  the  fixed  water  level. 

With  the  need  for  a.ll  possible  materials  at  Oxford  Street, 
the  Three  Lp.ne  Ends  tip  has  not  yet  been  re-opened,  but  tipping 
will  probably  commence  here  in  the  late  summer  months. 

As  reported  in  1951,  the  destructor  under-went  a thorough 
overhaul  and  is  now  giving  excellent  service.  . 


Tables  covering  the  work  are  as  follows: 


Collection 


Refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Tons 

Cwts 

Ashbins 

19,393 

9 

Ashpits  (dry) 

410 

0 

Ashpits  (wet) 

162 

10 

Shop  refuse 

1,130 

5 

Cesspools 

4,753 

0 

25,849 

4 

The  cost  of  the  above  was  £18,085,  of  which  £724  was 
duo  to  the  cleansing  of  cesspools. 

Market  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  140  tons  10  cwts, 
the  cost  of  which  was  borne  by  the  Markets  Committee. 

In  addition  to  this  tradespeople  and  others  conveyed  some 
189  tons  of  general  waste  to  the  destructor,  and  an  amount, 
not  fully  ascertainable  to  the  tips. 


Tips 


Tons 

Cwts 

Ashbins 

19,393 

9 

Ashpits  (dry) 

410 

0 

Ashpits  (wet) 

162 

10 

Destructor  v/aste 

144 

16 

Street  Cleansing 

1,209 

6 

Gully  Cleansing 

1,295 

10 

22,615 

11 

plus  trade  waste  and  covering  material  at  a cost  of  £1,775. 
Destructor 


Tons 

Cwts 

Shop  Refuse 

1,130 

5 

Market  Refuse 

140 

10 

General  Trade  Waste 

189 

6 

1,460 

1 

At  a cost  of  £1,108. 


Salvage 


Salvageable  materials 

sold  during 

the  year 

were  as 

follows:- 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Paper 

254 

8 

0 

Metals 

146 

12 

i 

401 

0 

3 

The  cost  of  the  collection,  sorting  and  despatch  of  this 
material  amounted  to  £2103,  including  bonus  paid  to  workmen 
of  £36.6.10d.  The  income  produced  was  £3,300. 
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Analysis  'of  Expenditure 


Refuse  Collection 


Fillers  - V/ages  9820 
Transport  vehicle  hire  7523 
Tools  18 
Cesspool  Emptying  853 


Less  Incomes  Trade  refuse  12 
Cesspools  117 


Refuse  Disposal 

Destructor 


V/ages  439 

Repairs  & Materials  554 

Fuel  57 

Transport  hire  charge  51 

Insurance  19 

Less  Incomes 

Tips 

Wages  1317 

Soiling  109 

Tools,  repairs  and 

fencing.  351 


Transport  vehicle  hire.  120 

Less  Incomes 

Salvage 

Gross  Cost 
Less  Incomes 


£18214 

£129  £18,085 


£1120 

£12  £1,108 


£1897 

£13  £1,884 


£2103 

.£3300  Cr. £1,197 

Cr. £1,686 


STREET  CLEARSING 

This  service  continues  to  be  operated  partly  by  mechanical 
appliances  and  partly  by  manual  labour.  Two  mechanical  sweeper 
collectors  and  two  vacuum  gully  emptiers  are  employed  as  in 
former  years,  whilst  arrangements  have  been  completed  for  the 
purchase  of  a pedestrian  controlled,  electrically  propelled 
street  orderly  cart. This  now  replaces  the  horse  and  cart  employed 
in  the  Aireda.le  area. 

As  previously  written  there  has  been  a nota.ble  increase 
in  street  litter,  and  despite  the  provision  of  receptacles,  our 
streets  reveal  all  too  freq_uently  an  imtidy  appearance.  An  even 
more  undesira<ble  condition  is  the  fouling  of  footpaths  by  dogs. 
V/hilst  one  a^pprecia.tes  the  need  for  exercising  domestic  anima.ls, 
owners  should  ta.ke  every  precantion  against  creating  nuisance; 
this  I regret  does  not  always  occur.  One  would  ma.ke  an  especia.l 
plea  to  our  townspeople  to  help  in  keeping  our  streets,  not 
only  clean,  but  tidy. 

The  seasonal  work  of  gritting  and  snov\^  removal  was  not 
'gain  unduly  heavy.  The  ma.in  problem  is  again  the  early  morning 
traffic  to  and  from  the  collieries,  and  the  system  instituted 
in  1951  of  a small  gang  turning  out  at  4-0  a.m.  during  the  months 
of  January  and  Februa.ry  was  again  resorted  to.  vVlien  conditions 
demanded  it  gritting  was  carried  out,  but  on  clear  mornings  their 
services  were  diverted  to  ashpits,  sweepers  dimips,  etc.  The  system 
certainly  meets  our  local  conditions  and  in  its  second  season  has 
given  extremely  satisfactory  results. 
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V 


street  gullies  continue  to  be  cleansed  by  nechanical 
methods,  but  as  the  machines  are  often  required  for  other 
essential  works,  the  intervals  between  cleaning  are  often 
longer  than  one  would  desire*  During  the  rare  hot  weather 
spells  of  the  summer  months,  the  machines  were  used  for 
spraying  the  streets  with  a disinfectant  solution,  thus 
freshening  up  the  atmosphere  and  at  the  same  time  renewing 
gully  seals. 

Details  of  the  work  are  an  follows s- 
Analysis  of  Expenditure. 


Sweeping 


Other  Roads 

£ 

Wages 

2978 

Tools  & Ca.rts 

705 

Trains  port  vehicle  hire 

1206 

Hired  haulage 

614 

Glass  Houghton  Depot 

45 

£5548 

Less  Income 

I 

£5545 

Coimty  Roads 

Gross  Cost 

£2944 

Less  Income  from  County 

Council 

£130  3 

£1641 

Gully  Cleansing 

Wages 

£245 

£692 

Transport  vehicle  hire 

£647 

Gritting 

Wages 

71 

Transport  vehicle  hire 

82 

Materials 

377 

Hired  haulage 

37 

Repairs  & Materials 

30 

£597 

Less  income 

£272 

£325 

Snow  Removal 

Wage  s 

61 

Transport  vehicle  hire 
Team  La.bour  and  Hired 

51 

Haulage • 

70 

Ploughs  repairs* 

£182 

£8585 
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STANDARD  COSTS 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Buj^ing  the  pa,st  three  years  all  conveniences  have  received 
full  overhauls  and  consequently  are  in  good  condition*  All  a,re 
visited  twice  daily  and  receive  complete  cleansing  each  morning, 
with  minor  a,t  tent  ion  later  in  the  day;  their  cleanliness  is 
thus  assured* 

There  still  exists  an  urgent  need  for  additional 
accon.iodation  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  district,  and  I 
would  again  urge  a programme  of  additional  works  to  meet 
these  needs. 

STAFF 


Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Technical  Assistants 
Clerical  Staff 


Mr. J .Rooke 
Mr. C. Rhodes 

Mr. A. J. Lindsay  (commenced 

31/3/52). 

Mr. J. Lucas  -do- 

Mr.E. Schofield 

Mr. D. Morgan  (commenced 

16/4/52) 

Miss  D.J.Lane 
Miss  J . Wa,k e 1 in 
Mrs  J.Muscroft 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion  I v/ould  again  express  to  the  Council  ny 
appreciation  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  and  again 
thank  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 


To  the  staff  of  the  Department,  both  indoor  and  outdoor, 
I v/ould  express  thanks  for  the  loyal  assistance  given  and 
particularly  would  I thank  Mr. J. Rooke  for  his  assista,nce 
throughout  the  yea,r,  and  particularly  for  his  help  in 
preparing  this  report. 


I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.J. WINFIELD. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Sa,nitary  Department, 
Cinder  Lane, 

Castle ford. 

21st .July, 1953* 
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